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1998 Photographic Guild Competition 
BY MILTON GREGG 

Photographic Guild of NS 

The annual Nova Scotia 
Bird Society competition 
held by the Photographic 
Guild of Nova Scotia con
tinues to be alive and well. 
The award is a beautiful 
large hand-carved wooden 
puffin presented to the Pho
tographic Guild by the Bird 
Society, often referred to as 
the Puffin A ward. 
In 1998 the competition, the 

tenth, was held on April 6. 
The winner was Lorris 
Keizer with a wonderful 
slide of a Dark-eyed Junco 
family. Lorris has had the 
top slide in six of the ten 
years that the competition 
has been held. Alan Covert 
ably represented the Bird 
Society as one of the three 
judges of the competition 
entries. 

Slides entered in the compe-

tlt10n which will enhance 
the Bird Society slide col
lection are duplicated. In 
1998 thirteen of the slides 
entered were duplicated and 
added. It is estimated that 
over the past 10 years at 
least 150 slides have en
riched this resource. 

The Photo Guild was 
pleased to have Alan Covert 
as judge and the pleasure of 
President, Gisele d'Entre-

History of the Competition 

In 1988 the NS Bird Soci
ety's Sanctuary and Scholar
ship Trust Fund. wishing to 
improve the quality of the 
slides in the NSBS collec
tion and to develop a wider 
interest in bird watching and 
bird photography, with the 
approval of the executive, 
proposed to the Photo Guild 
the establishment of the an
nual competition. 

This was enthusiastically 
accepted. 

The competition rules were 
written by Peter Payzant and 
Milton Gregg, both mem
bers of the Sanctuary and 
Trust Fund Committee at the 
time. They are as follows: 

Up to three colour transpar
encies may be entered by 
each photographer who 
must be a member of the 
Photo Guild; 

The slide must have been 
taken in Nova Scotia of a 
wild bird, not caged or re
strained when photo
graphed: 

Species winning in previous 
years are no longer eligible 
for the trophy; 

The NSBS may copy all en
tries and use them for edu
cational purposes, publish 
them in its newsletter and 
display them at meetings of 
the Society, with credit to 
the photographer. Copyright 

remains with the photogra
pher. 

Slides will be judged not 
only on technical excellence 
but also on originality, sci
entific interest. aesthetic 
appeal and artistic competi
tion. 
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mont' s presence at their an
nual awards banquet on May 
18 at which the Puffin Trophy 
was presented. 

The winning species, before 
Lorris Keizer's Dark-Eyed 
Junco of 1998, have been 
Common Tern. Red-tailed 
Hawk, Greater Black-backed 
Gull, Common Loon, North
ern Flicker, Pileated Wood
pecker, Bald Eagle, Osprey 
and Ring-necked Pheasant. 

At least one of the judges 
must be a member of the 
NSBS. 
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From The Editor's Desk 
BY PAUL QUINN 

Welcome to the new look for Nova 
Scotia Birds. We've come a long way 
in the past year, and we're very pleased 
with the positive feedback that we've 
received with respect to many of the 
changes. 

Some people have asked why we felt 
the need to make such significant 
changes to the format and appearance 
of the magazine. The answer lies in our 
desire to produce the best possible pub
lication at the lowest possible cost to 
the membership. 

Many of the more subtle changes made 
during the first year of the magazine 
under the current Editorial Board (e.g. 
the changes in the body typeface and 
size) were made to improve the read
ability of the end product. The most 
recent changes, however, are for even 
more pragmatic reasons. 

With the cost of production of the 
magazine continuing to rise and the 

growth in NSBS membership numbers 
not following pace, it was incumbent on 
those of us associated with Nova Scotia 
Birds to look at all means possible to 
control costs. Failure to do so could 
mean either reducing the number of 
issues per year (or the pages per issue), 
or asking for a larger budget from the 
Society, which could only be supported 
by an increase in membership dues. 

Faced with the challenge of trying to 
maintain valuable editorial real estate 
without seeking additional funding, we 
have made several design decisions that 
fundamentally affect the look and feel 
of the publication. We hope you like 
the new format, or at least can forgive 

NSBS Meeting .... Cape Breton 
BY JUNIOR METCALFE 

On September 25, 1998, the Nova Sco
tia Bird Society took its regular 
monthly meeting on the road to Cape 
Breton Island. It was held at the Uni
versity College of Cape Breton. The 
meeting was well attended with over 60 
participants from all over Nova Scotia, 
and one couple coming from Santa Bar
bara, California via the Internet. The 
meeting was chaired by Vice-President 
Chris Fields, a Cape Bretonner now 
living in Halifax. Chris led the intro
ductions and a lively debate on local 
birding issues that interested everyone 
present. 

The main event of the evening was a 
slide and talk presentation done by Pro
fessor Dave McCorquodale, biology 
professor from. U.C.C.B. The topic was 
"The Changing Bird Numbers in Cape 
Breton". The slides were great and the 

talk was well accepted by the member
ship. One slide in particular, "The 
Swainson's Hawk", taken at Schooner 
Pond by our newest local birder Rich
ard Knapton, new biology professor 
from U.C.C.B., formerly from Ontario 
drew a great response from the crowd. 
The slide was taken with a 35 mm cam
era with the aid of a spotting scope. 
This verified our latest rarity, a perched 
Swainson's Hawk which later flew with 
three other immature Swainson's 
Hawks. This was the second recorded 
sighting in Nova Scotia for birds which 
hardly ever stray out of their range in 
W estem Canada. This slide, along with 
many others, topped off Dave's presen
tation of what's going on in the bird 
world and how it's coming about. 

The meeting ended with refreshments 
and food provided by its members, or-

A Quarterly Publication of the Nova Scotia Bird Society 

Volume 41, Issue I 

us for changing it. 

This issue of the magazine is on an in
dustry-standard paper size which, com
bined with using 100% electronic pre
press technologies, results in a savings 
of hundreds of dollars per issue. In the 
mean time, we can continue to bring 
you the quality information content and 
accurate historical record the magazine 
has always provided, at a price we all 
can afford. 

If you have any questions, comments, 
etc., you can forward them to me at: 

Paul Quinn 
Nova Scotia Birds 
45 Lexington Ave., 
Fall River, NS 
B2T 1E7 

Or via e-mail at: 

Paul.Quinn@atl.sofkin.ca 

ganized by Susann Myers (Louisbourg) 
and Geraldine Metcalfe (Glace Bay). Al
most everyone stayed around and min
gled for an hour afterwards, making new 
friends and contacts and allowing for an 
enjoyable evening. 
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Autumn Seasonal Reports 
Introduction 

As your new Records' Compiler, there 
are several things I would like to see 
accomplished. The first is getting con
tributors' names consistent throughout 
all future issues. To this end, the list of 
contributors from the previous issue 
was entered into a spreadsheet, and a 
search for any duplicate abbreviations 
was made. When a duplicate was 
found, I went to my back issues of NS 
Birds and searched for the earliest use 
of the contested abbreviation. The per
son whose name was associated with 
that earliest issue got to keep the abbre
viation ... the other person was assigned 
a new one. All individuals without an 
abbreviation were assigned one, typi
cally the first two letters of the first 
name followed by the first letter of the 
last name. If that abbreviation was al
ready in use, I assigned another one. If 
you have never submitted records be
fore, feel free to suggest an abbrevia
tion for yourself .. .if it hasn't been used, 
that's the one you'll get. 

Another issue on my desk is the sub
mission format of records. Bird sight
ings can be submitted in the conven
tional manner, that is, every record on 
an individual slip of paper. This format 
is especially useful from our point of 
view .. .it means that records can be eas
ily sorted by me, and easily synthesized 
into reports by the Seasonal Editors. 

We now encourage submission by 
Email. Perhaps the easiest way to do 

species day/month 

G.H. Owl 05/09 

Mallard 07/10 

N. Cardinal 06-12/09 

this (short of having listing software, 
see below) is to keep a file of those rec
ords that you wish to submit, appending 
records to the appropriate group (e.g. 
woodpeckers, gulls, waterfowl, 
thrushes, etc) and then submit the lists 
en masse to me at rlauff@stfx.ca, once 
near the end of the reporting period. 
The easiest way to keep these records 
would be in a spreadsheet program, e.g. 
QPRO or Excel (but using a word proc
essor may also work well). To ensure 
that we get the data we need, you may 
wish to make columns with headings as 
shown in Table I below (in this order, 
please). 

Note that we still want to hear the anec
dotal components to your birding. If 
you've never seen so many Mallards 
before (or so few), please tell us. Tell 
us about behaviour, plumage anoma
lies, or abnormal situations; in short, 
tell us about anything that you found 
interesting about your sighting. 

For those of you with record-keeping 
software, please resist the temptation to 
download all of your sightings for the 
period and send them to us. I realize 
this is easy for you, but it will make the 
workload for us excessive. 

For this issue, we accepted non
standardized email submissions (since 
we had no standards in place) but the 
Seasonal Editors worked unusually 
long hours in synthesizing the informa-

number/ location 
sex (incl. county) 
83/? Sunnyville, 

Victoria Co. 
about 25/ "pond jumping" Hants 

mixed Co. 
2m/3f Ajax, Cumb. 

3 

tion. We regret to say that we will not 
accept email submissions that do not 
conform to the layout described above. 
If you are currently sending your sight
ings to the NSBS Hotline (either by 
phone or email), and your sighting gets 
listed on the Email version, the sea
sonal editors will see it. At this stage, a 
web page designed for birders to sub
mit sightings is in the discussion phase 
only. If you feel that you can contribute 
to this please let me know. 

As discussed most recently in our April 
1996 issue, all birds that are not listed 
on the current edition of the NSBS 
checklist (the green one) must be re
ported with documentation. This rule is 
not dependent on level of expertise of 
the observer. In addition, there are 
about 20 birds on the list that also re
quire documentation due to difficulty of 
identification or rarity. 

For this season, 138 contributors re
ported 304 species. The deadline for 
submitting your winter records is 
March 7, 1999. 

observers notes 

D. Duck, 
M. Mouse 
B. Watcher "see notes 

below" 
RFL 1 albino 

Table l - Proposed E-mail Submission Format 
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Weather Report 
BY LARRY BOGAN 

This period overall was average but as 
you can see from Table 1 below it 
started and ended dry while being wet 
in Sept. and Oct. (these two months got 
3/4 of the rain for the period). The pe
riod was lopsided with respect to tem
perature with Aug.-Sept. being over lC 
warmer than average and Oct.-Nov. 
being cooler than average. 

In only four days 51 % of all the rain for 
the period fell. Heavy rain occurred on 
Sept. 22nd (36 mm) and 27th (52 mm) 
giving 2/3 of rainfall for the month. 
Very heavy rains fell on Oct. 11th (80 
mm) and 29th (52 mm) making 130% 
of normal monthly rainfall and 69% of 
month's total. Aug. and Nov. were rela
tively dry. 

There was an absence of any significant 
snowfall for the period when the 37 
year average suggests that we should 
have had 13 cm in Nov. In 1997 we had 
1/2 meter. 

1998 W&ather Statietics 
Kantvllle, NS • Aug, Sept, Oct. No¥ 

40-----------~ 

Aug. and Sept. were delightfully warm 
months but Oct. and Nov. were cooler 
than average. If you look at the means 
for the month, the months got colder 
than average as we progressed through 
the period. Sept. was almost 1 C above 
average and Nov. was almost I C be
low average. It is interesting to examine 
the mean daily maximums and mini
mums of each month to observe how 
the character of the temperature was 
different. 

In Aug., both the mean maximum and 
mean minimum daily temperatures for 
the month were above average. Both 
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the days and nights were warm and as a 
result the month was quite a bit warmer 
than average. 

In Sept., maximum daily temperatures 
were normal but the mean minimums 
were 1.8 C higher. This month was 
warmer only because we did not have 
the cool nights; remember how late the 
frosts came this year. 

In Oct., maximums were lower by 0.9 C 
but the minimums were normal. Oct. 
was cooler because we had cloudy 
weather with not as many nice warm, 
sunny days, but at least we had no cold 
nights. 

In Nov., maximums were lower by 1.2 
C and the minimums were lower by 0.6 
C. This month had cooler days and 
nights. 

Aug. of this year was extremely sunny 
and if you take that month out of the 
period, you have a relatively cloudy 
season. Of course when you have a wet 
period, you can expect many days with
out bright sunshine and that is what we 
had after Aug. When we had the 80 mm 
of rain on Oct. 11, it was occurred in 
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the middle of a 10 day period of nearly 
zero bright sunshine that accumulated 
110 mm of rain. On the other hand one 
of the longest stretch of sunny days for 
the period occurred in Oct. right after 
that rain. It had 11 days of sun totaling 
70 hours of bright sunshine. During the 
rest of the Fall, the sunny periods were 
broken up by 1 to 3 cloudy days. Nov. 
was relatively dry but had many cloudy 
periods without rain. 

Daily Mean Windspeed -1998 
Kentvlle, NS: Aug, Sept, Od , Nov 

25-----------~ 

r, .. 0 

~+i
1
: _-__ --_

1
;i_~_-_. __ -__ ·_--_ -_-_:_·_--_-_:_-__ 1li_-_1--_-_-

1
•• l, ii 1 ~\ I ~i ~i 

i ti \r;1\ N\ i1) rJ\Jttv\ \ 1 
.. 't!/ H 

.. ,~,--'-- uvu\r-V· -l'---- -- J---:·----
·~-~-_ .. ~I 1"m"August , 1 September 1 . oe10bei 1 " November 30 

Day of the Month 

I have included a graph of the daily av
erage wind speeds for the period and 
you will note that the extremes of the 
wind speed increases as we get later 
into the fall. The average wind speed 
also increases and the windiest month 
of the period was Oct. with overall av
erage wind speed of 10.8 km/hr. 

,Vlean Rain Bright 

August 

(37 yr avg) 

September 

(37 yr avg) 

October 

(37 yr avg) 

November 

Temp /£all Sunshine 
(€) fmm) (hours) 

20.0 55 251 

18.5 93 216 

15.3 134 152 

14.4 90 161 

8.8 192 122 

9.2 101 137 

3.0 45 74 

3.9 119 83 

Table 1 - Historical Comparison 
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LoonsThrough Grebes 
By FRED DOBSON 

The RED-THROATED LOON was 
seen in goodly numbers this fall; two 
were seen Sept. 27 (KJM, Sue Harvey), 
KJM and CGB saw "100+" Oct. 26, 
and 150 Nov. 9 all at Waterside P.P., 
Pict. Co.; three were seen Oct. 31 at 
Hartlen Pt., HRM by TIA. A single bird 
was reported Nov. 2 at Argyle Sound, 
Yar. Co. (RSD) and "about a dozen" 
Nov 19 in the Annapolis Basin off 
Digby (RBS). Single birds were re
ported Nov. 22 & 23 at Little Hbr, 
Shel. Co. (DRY) and they were seen 
Nov. 22 in "many areas surveyed to
day" from Antigonish Hbr. to Wallace 
Bay (KJM). 

The COMMON LOON was reported as 
usual in small numbers (in reality they 
occupy most small lakes in NS) from 
all parts of the province. The birds did 
well in nesting time (yes, she was there 
again on her little island in full view of 
Route 103 traffic at the Head of St. 
Margarets Bay). The first report, in 
"early August" is of two ad. "with 
seven young on a lake near Milford Ha
ven. Creching?" (Ruth and Warwick 
Kimmins, fide 1AM). At Aylesford L., 
Kings Co. of the 9+ seen Aug. 1-6. 
RBS reports "Just one chick seen. 
Adults yodeling and wailing all night
great sound. Seem to be OK despite all 
the boats!". Four were at Kemptville 8 

Sept. (JKD), a pair Aug. 12 at Port 
Mouton (RES), two in the Gabarus area 
23 Aug. (JAC), one at Jimtown, Ant. 
Co. Sept. 12 (RFL), three at Kejimkujik 
Seaside Adjunct, Queens Co. Sept. 20 
(RES) and (the last report) one at Why
cocomagh, CB Co. Oct. 7 (JAC). 

The PIED-BILLED GREBE was well 
distributed throughout the province. 
There were 15 Aug. 17 at Goose Creek 
Marsh, Glenwood, Yar. Co. "Some of 
them were juveniles" (RSD). BAH re
ported three regulars at the Frog Pond, 
HRM until Aug. 14 and ELM reported 
four at Rose Bay, Lun. Co. Aug. 20. 
IAM found one Sept 3 and Nov. 13-15 
at Pond Cove, Brier I., one was at Mac
Gillivrays L., Ant. Co. Sept. 6 (RFL), 
and also on the 12th by RFL, MZG. 
KJM reported an "early sighting" of an 
alternatively plumaged bird at Big I., 
Pict. Co. One ad. was seen Sept. 13 -16 
at Ginger Hill Pond, Lockeport's Cres
cent Beach, Shel. Co. (DJC, JCZ, et al.) 
and ELM saw four on Sept 20 "with 

Tubenoses Through Cormorants 
By BLAKE MAYBANK 

NORTHERN FULMAR were reported 
on two occasions, the first a single bird 
off Seal I. Sept. 6 (BLM), the second 
RSD's 25 on Georges Bank Nov. 10. 
RSD had the only CORY'S 
SHEARWATER of the season (and the 
year), with a single bird on Western 
Bank Aug. 13. GREATER 
SHEARWATERS were seen in good 
numbers in the Bay of Fundy on whale
watching trips, although most seemed 
to be on the New Brunswick side of the 
border (16,000 off Grand Manan Sept. 
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four Red-necked Grebes, one Surf Sco
ter", Rose Bay, Lun. Co. A single bird 
was seen Sept. 30 at Matthews L., Shel. 
Co. (DHY) and ZOL reported a single 
individual seen from Sept. 10-Oct. 14 
on Sable I. There were three present all 
fall until Nov. 11 on Schooner Pond, 
CB Co. (Update by: BLM, 1AM, et al.) 
and 11 were seen on Nov. 22 at Sydney 
Mines, CB Co. (RIK, Gordon Mac
Lean). Two late stayers (will they win
ter here?) were seen Dec. 5 at Bissett 
L., HRM (RBS). 

The HORNED GREBE has so far been 
reported rather infrequently - are num
bers down this fall? SJF reported one at 
Broad Cove Oct. 17 and CJF saw 20 
Oct. 31and 35 Nov. 29 at East Chester, 
Lun. Co. A single bird was seen Nov. 
13 at Margaretsville, Anna. Co. (SLR), 
two Nov. 19 at Jimtown and one Nov. 
23 at Crystal Cliffs, Ant. Co. (RFL). 

The first RED-NECKED GREBE was 
seen Sept. 12 at Jimtown, Ant. Co "in 
breeding plumage" (RFL); three were 
seen at Rose Bay, Lun. Co. Aug. 20 
(ELM), 15 at Kennington Cove, Louis
bourg, CB Co. Oct. 30 (SEM) and 
"about a dozen" on the same day off 
Digby in the Annapolis Basin, (RBS). 
The latest report is of a single bird Nov. 
6 at Economy (FLS). 

19 (BLM, et al.). Still, 500 were tallied 
on Aug. 4 (BLM, et al.), with similar 
numbers well into the autumn. ZOL 
counted 2000+ in one hour off Sable I. 
Aug. 19. As in 1997 warmer water tem
peratures this autumn evidently helped 
delay departure of Greater Shearwaters, 
as RSD noted 1000 on Georges Bank 
Nov. 12. SOOTY SHEARWATERS 
went almost unreported, with three off 
Brier I. Aug. 8 the only sighting sub
mitted (BLM); there were surely more 
in the Bay of Fundy, as BLM et al. 
noted 4000+ off Grand Manan Sept. 
19. It was certainly not a year for 
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MANX SHEARW ATER. CAH noted 
one or two per week on his twice-daily 
trips out of Brier I.. and RSD had a sin
gle on Western Bank Aug. 7. Off Sable 
I. ZOL counted two Aug. 9 and five 
Sept. 23. WILSON'S STORM PET
RELS were reported only from the Bay 
of Fundy, and on most boat trips num
bers were unremarkable (eg.10 on Aug. 
4, BLM), but RBS had 1000+ Aug. 30, 
stating "I've never seen so many on a 
whale-watching trip off Brier". 

The heavy autumn migration of 
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NORTHERN GANNETS seemed to 
escape notice, with the following the 
only movements noted: 50, Seal I., Oct. 
8 (BLM, et al.); 150, Schooner Pond, 
CB Co., 22 Oct. (DBM, RIK); and 
300+, Ingonish, Oct. 23 (DBM). The 
only counts of southerly DOUBLE
CRESTED CORMORANTS came 
from Seal I., where 1700+ went past 
between Oct. 5-8 (BLM, et al.). 
GREAT CORMORANTS elicited little 
comment, although BLM found them 
almost absent from the large flocks of 
Double-crested Cormorants moving 

Herons And Relatives 
BY IAN McLAREN 

Up to late August, the few reported AM. 
BITTERNS were doubtless local. There 
were seven scattered migrants Aug. 28-
0ct. 5, and a straggler on CSI Nov. 29 
(MUN). One (exhausted, injured?) mi
grant stood its ground in thick grass 
Sept. 28 on Cape Sable and mounted a 
startling display, its wicked beak thrust
ing from fearsomely erected plumage 
(IAM et al.). A LEAST BITTERN 
corpse on Sable L Oct. 17 was thought 
by ZOL to have died within the month. 
Substantial autumn gatherings of 
GREAT BLUE HERONS included 80 
on Big I., Pict. Co., Sept. 28 (KJM et 
al.), 24 on The Hawk, CSI, 22 in Pub
nico Hbr., Oct. 14 (JKD), and 46 at 
Rainbow Haven, HRM, Oct. 17, down 
to 16 by Oct. 23 (ABM). Three man
aged to reach Sable I. Sept. 24-0ct. 9. 
Among lingering birds were a couple of 
juvs. in the Wolfville-Canning area and, 
perhaps more unusual. seven at Glace 
Bay Sanctuary Nov. 25 (fide JAC). 

Numbers of southern herons were like 
"old times" for some birders. Individual 
GREAT EGRETS were on Sable I. 
Sept. 12-0ct. 5 (ZOL); at Dominion 
Beach, CB Co., Sept. 13-27 (DBM et 
al.); BPI Oct. 13 (Rina Nichols); Mat
thews L. Oct. 18 (DHY); on CSI Oct. 18 
(RFL et al.) and Nov. 10 to month's end 
(MUN et al.); and finally at Lower. W. 
Pubnico Nov. 27 (RSD). Were some of 
the single SNOWY EGRETS on CSI 
Aug. 2-30 (ABM et al.), Sept. 13 
(MUN), Oct. 17 (RFL et al.), and Nov. 
9-15 (MUN et al.) different individuals? 

One found Oct. 24 at W. Chezzetcook 
(GDE) was still there Nov. 22 (AAM). 
It was thought odd by some in having 
two longish head plumes in the usual 
array, but had particularly bright yel
low lores. Possible hybridization with 
Little Egrets is under investigation 
elsewhere. What were evidently the 
same LITTLE BLUE HERONS re
ported in the last issue were found into 
early August at Lawrencetown Beach 
and around Lunenburg. Other imm. 
birds were on Sable I. Aug. 4-30 
(ZOL), on CSI Aug. 2 into early Sep
tember (MUN et al.) and on CSI Oct. 
16 (BLM et al.). A very late one ap
peared on Big. I., Pict. Co., Nov. 4 
(Ross Hall). DBM asks if year-old 
birds, like one he found at Louisbourg 
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south in early Oct. DBM mentioned a 
few dozen in both Louisbourg and Syd
ney Hbr. through the autumn. On Aug. 
17 Gordon Cameron, at his cottage at 
Fox Hbr., Cum. Co., was surprised to 
see a MAGNIFICENT FRIGATE
BIRD soaring overhead. His verbal 
description was quite convincing, and 
he took some photos, which had not 
been received by press time. There are 
fewer than 10 records for the province, 
only a few substantiated by specimen, 
none by photo. 

Aug. 2, can still be nearly all white; 
according to Palmer's monograph, they 
can be. Two ad. CA TILE EGRETS 
arriving on Sable I. Aug. 30 with Hur
ricane Bonnie, remained until Sept. 24 
(ZOL). A transient was near Grand 
Pre, Sept 18 (JUM). Three near Petite 
Riviere from mid-October were re
vealed to birders a month later and two 
remained until Nov. 26 (SJF et al.). 
Most impressive were 13 foraging 
among cattle near St. Peters, Rich. Co., 
Nov. 2 (S. & G. Digout, CAM et al.); 
all had gone by Nov. 9. The latest were 
near Caledonia, Queens Co., Nov. 22-
23 (fide PEH), and at Shubenacadie 
Nov. 28 (fide CLS). 

An ad. GREEN HERON was deposited 
on Sable I. by "Bonnie" Aug. 30 
(ZOL), and another appeared on Seal I. 
Oct. 7 (BLM, A. Gray). Presumably 
resident BLACK-CROWNED 
NIGHT-HERONS included a juv. and 
two ads. (parents?) on Seal I. into early 
September (ELM). The 10 imm. and 
two ad. birds on CSI Aug. 21 presuma
bly reflected good local reproduction. 
One vagrant wandered to Cape John, 
Pict. Co., Sept. 13 (KJM). YELLOW
CROWNED NIGHT-HERONS contin
ued their show (last issue) on Sable I., 
where ZOL accounted for at least five 
Aug. 5-Sept. 29. One at Lower W. 
Pubnico Aug. 21 was believed to have 
been present since late June (RSD; not 
in last issue). A "?" was attached to a 
reported imm. near Lockeport July 28 
(DEF, DJC). In Shel. Co., imms. were 
at Bear Pt. Aug. 5-6 and at Blanche 
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Aug. 5-9, and another on CSI in early 
September (all MUN et al.). Some of 
those could have been "repeats," but an 
imm. on Seal I. Sept. 28 (BLM et al.) 
was surely a different one. 
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On Aug. 30 a GLOSSY IBIS appeared 
near Blanche, Shel. Co. (MUN). An
other deposited the same day by 
"Bonnie" on Sable I. remained until 
Sept. 20 (ZOL). One on CSI Sept. 2-7 
(var. obs.) could have been the 

New World Vultures 
BY lAN McLAREN 

A BLACK VULTURE hanging 
around Lismore, Pict. Co., Sept. 3-11 
was widely publicized by KJM et al., 
permitting others to "tick" this rarity 
(see photo). Was this the same one 
found Oct. 27 by Elwin Hemphill near 
Toney River, Pict. Co.? No details 
were sent on another reported near exit 
18, Rte # 104, Sept. 20 (JUM). Curi
ously, no TURKEY VULTURES were 
spotted on Brier I. Sept. 3-7, and only 
two Sept. 18-21 (1AM). More normal 
were six there Sept. 30 (1AM et al.), 
nine Oct. 10-12 (NSBS field trip), 11 
by Oct. 23-24 (SJF et al.), and eight 

Waterfowl 
BY FRED DOBSON 

Reports regularly came in on the bird
line of the BLACK-BELLIED WHIS
TLING-DUCK at Church Pt., Digby 
Co., through summer. However, it was 
last reported Sept. 12 at ponds about 20 
km S of its previous haunts, and was 
sadly noted as apparently having a bro
ken wing. We do not know its ultimate 
fate, but it seems unlikely to have left 
for home. 

Possibly the largest flight of SNOW 
GEESE ever noted in the province oc
curred Oct. 3-4, when flocks of 30 to 
300 were reported (var. obs.) from 
Shelburne to Digby Co., at Port !He
bert, Little Hbr., Round Bay, CSI, Seal 
I., BPI, Brier I., and Port Maitland 
(where there were two "blues" amongst 
300; MUN). These were "fly-bys", pre
sumably bound over the Gulf of Maine. 
Numbers totalled about 1000, some of 
which could of course been repeat 
sightings. Strong westerlies prevailed at 

Nov. 13-14 (1AM). On the 14th, an 
amazing 23 "kettled" past Whipple Pt. 
on diminished winds, evidently bound 
for Maine (1AM). These had come to 
the island from elsewhere, for later 
that day at least some were still on the 
island. As usual a few were seen fur
ther up Digby Neck to Annapolis 
Royal in August-October; more sur
prising were seven near Middleton. 
Anna. Co., Aug. 31 (fide JCT). On the 
Y ar. Co. side. one was near Yarmouth 
Aug. 3, six at Port Maitland Sept. 13, 
and two at Chebogue Sept. 19 (var. 
obs.). A real wanderer was near 
Donkin, CB Co., Oct. 22 (RIK et al). 

the time. Others were later: one Oct. 27 
at Lakeville, Kings Co., with 180 Can
ada Geese (BBT,JET), a single individ
ual of the "blue" morph Nov. 29-30 at 
Crescent Beach (BAH,SJF), and four 
Nov. 29 at Port Maitland, Yar. Co. 
(MUN). 

On Aug. 28 1AM reports "CANADA 
GEESE continue to thrive. A flock of 
50 in fields at Shubenacadie, 30 more 
on gravel-pit ponds near Truro, and 
scattered groups on Bras D'Or L. 
marshes would have been startling only 
a few years ago." More than 200 were 
in Port Joli Bay, Queens Co. Sept. 7 
(RES) and 60 were seen Oct. 5 at the 
Windsor Causeway., Rants Co. (BBT). 
On Oct. l O RFL, Chris Marchand had 
"several [fly] over while owling" N of 
Antigonish. There were 150-200 Oct. 
25 at the Glace Bay Sanctuary., CB Co. 
(WAM, fide JAC) and 180 Oct. 27 at 
Lakeville, Kings Co. (BBT, JET). 

The WOOD DUCK appears to be do
ing well, with one extraordinary report 
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Blanche bird. Andrew Penney et al. 
reported one on Seal I. Oct. 10, and a 
late bird appeared in Yarmouth Nov. 1 
(Eric Ruff). 

of high numbers in the Yarmouth area 
in late Sept. The first report is of one 
Aug. 8 at Tiddville, Digby Neck, 
(AAM); five were seen Aug. 14 at 
Saxon St. Pond, Kings Co. "All seemed 
to be imm./eclipse males" (RBS). On 
Sept. 6 ELM, AHM report "male and 
female arrived, Seal I., Yar. Co." There 
were late Sept. sightings of one Sept. 
12 at Ogdens Pond, Ant. Co. (RFL) and 
from Sept. 20-Oct. 1 of 5-10 birds in 
the Lahave R., N Branch, Lun. Co. 
(DHY). On Sept. 25 RSD reported 75 
at Goose Creek Marsh, Glenwood, Y ar. 
Co. and adds (!) "Thelda Murphy told 
me that a few days before this date, she 
estimated at least 200 in the same 
area." The latest report is of two males 
Oct. 4 in St. Josephs L., Ant. Co. (RFL, 
MZG). 

There have been numerous reports of 
the GADW ALL this fall, all in Nov. 
and Dec., from across the mainland. 
JCT reported the first: a pair Nov. 5 at 
Canard Pond, Kings Co. Two individu-
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als were seen Nov. 15 at Pembroke, 
Yar. Co. (MUN) and one male Nov. 18 
at Harris' Pond, Kings Co. (JWW). The 
latest reports are from HRM Nov. 22: 
one male at Bissett L., Dartmouth and 
two birds at Sullivans Pond (PEL) and 
four Dec. 1 at Tufts Cove, Dartmouth 
(FLL, BLM) and a pair at Ant. Land
ing, Dec. 7 (CGB, KJM, RFL). 

The EURASIAN WIGEON is always a 
special bird to see. ZOL reported an 
interesting sighting Oct. 20 on Sable I. 
"strongly rufous head-neck-breast - ax
illaries not seen - with Am. Wigeon 
and two unidentified wigeons", to 
which 1AM has added "The description 
sounds like first-winter males - don't get 
cream crown until later." There have 
been "1-3 individuals: 1 male, and pos
sibly 2 females" up until Nov. 15 at 
Beacon St. Dam, CB Co. (CAM, ALM, 
RIK). A single male was seen at Bissett 
L., Dartmouth Nov. 22 (PEL). 

The AMERICAN WIGEON was re
ported only from the northern and cen
tral areas of the province ( central in
cluding a report from Sable I.) RFL, 
MZG counted 54 Sept. 13 at Browns 
Beach. Ant. Co. ZOL described a prob
able American Wigeon with the Eura
sian and American birds Oct. 20 as fol
lows "grey head; white axillaries 
clearly observed - possibly male 
eclipse: breast-flanks rich dark rufous 
(in group of five - of other four, two 
with rufous head-neck, two ID uncer
tain)". KJM, CGB, Sue Harvey counted 
150 Oct. 24 at Jimtown, Antigonish. 
Co.; DHH saw one male, one fem. Nov. 
29 at "Key Hole L." Cole Hbr. Com
mon, HRM. A single bird Dec. 5 at 
Tufts Cove, HRM (RBS) and 10 Dec. 7 
at Antigonish Landing (KJM, CGB, 
RFL) round out the reports for this spe
cies. 

Th,: \~IERICAN BLACK DUCK was 
reported mainly from the N and centre 
of the province, even though it is our 
most common nesting duck and is 
known to be evenly distributed. On 
Sept. 12 RFL, MZG reported 30+ at 
MacGillivrays L. and 25+ ("a few hun
dred by Nov. 23"), at Antigonish Land
ing; ZOL counted 11 Oct. 24 and 30+ 
Nov. 19 on Sable I. About 130 were 
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seen Nov. 29 at "Key Hole L." Cole 
Hbr. Common, HRM (DHH). The lat
est reports - all Dec. 2 from JWW - are 
of 20 ad. at Canard Pond, 20 at Saxon 
St. Pond and three at Harris' Pond, 
Kings Co .. 

There is a single report of the AMERI
CAN BLACK DUCK/MALLARD HY
BRID, of two seen Nov. 23 at Anti
gonish Landing (RFL). 

Reports of the MALLARD were rela
tively scarce for such a (now) common 
bird. On Nov. 23 RFL reported "maybe 
20" at Antigonish Landing; DHH found 
one male Nov. 29 at "Key Hole L." 
Cole Hbr. Common. HRM. All the later 
reports were from JWW on Dec 2: four 
at Canard Pond. seven at Harris' Pond 
and one at Saxon St. Pond, Kings Co. 

BLUE-WINGED TEAL reports came 
mostly from offshore. There were ten 
Aug. 29 at Seal I., Yar. Co. "Arrived 
after passage of Hurricane Bon
nie" (ELM) and 20+ Sept. 5 at Seal I., 
Yar. Co. (ELM, NSBS) (- the same 
group? Ed.) ZOL counted 16 Sept. 5 
on Sable I. and IAM found two Oct. 
17 on Bisset L. 

The handsome NORTHERN SHOV
ELER has been seen in Halifax, Shel. 
Co. and Antigonish areas this fall. 
Two males were seen Nov. 11 at Sulli
vans Pond, Dartmouth, and four indi
viduals at Matthews L., Shel. Co. were 
"Shot by hunters" (DHY). There were 
three fem. Nov. 22 and four individu
als Dec. 5 at Bissett L., Dartmouth 
(PEL, RBS). A single individual was 
seen Nov. 23 (RFL) and Dec. 7 at An
tigonish Landing (RFL, CGB, KJM). 

All the reports of the NORTHERN 
PINT AIL came from the valley area. 
"A few" were at Canard Pond Sept 22 
(AAM). eight at Rushton Beach Picnic 
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Park (KJM, CGB), a pair and one male, 
two imm. fem. Dec 1-2 at Saxon St. 
Pond, Kings Co. (RBS, JWW), and one 
male Dec. 2 at Riverside Park, Canning 
(JWW). 

The GREEN-WINGED TEAL was the 
subject of widespread reports. ZOL re
ported three-four birds regularly Aug. 
8--Oct. 14 on Sable I. From Aug. 23-
Sept. 7 ELM reported a "flock of 25 
max present throughout. Increased to 
70 on 5 September." on Seal I., Yar. 
Co. There were 75 Oct. 5 at Little Hbr., 
Shel. Co. (DHY) and on Oct. 10 JAM 
noted the "Largest gathering noted were 
90 in one group at Chezzetcook." KJM, 
CGB reported 100+ Nov. 14 at Rushton 
Beach PP; "20+" were seen Nov. 21 at 
Saxon St. Pond, Kings Co. (RBS). On 
Dec 2 JWW reported 75+ at Riverside 
Park, six at Canard Pond and 15 at 
Saxon St. Pond, all in Kings Co. The 
latest report was of three Dec 7 at Anti
gonish Landing, Ant. Co. (KJM, CGB, 
RFL). 

The RING-NECKED DUCK was thin 
on the water this fall. AAM reported 
five ad., three young Aug. 8 at 
Tiddville, Digby Neck. The reports 
from Sable L record one or two birds 
Sept. 28 - Oct. 14 (ZOL). There were 
two males/three fem. at Canard Pond 
Nov. 7 (BBT, JET). The latest reports 
were from Dartmouth, HRM: on Nov. 
10 DHH saw two males/three fem. at 
Albro L. and four male/four fem. at 
Penhom L. RBS reported one Dec. 5 at 
Bisset L. 

GREATER SCAUP were seen in their 
usual large gatherings. KJM, CGB re
ported 850 Sept. 14 along Pictou 
Causeway, Pict. Co. On Sable I. ZOL 
reported one-three birds from Oct. 9-
17. SJF reported 10-45 Oct 18-26 at 
Cherry Hill Beach., Lun. Co. "Regular 
there now in landlocked "pond". There 
were three Nov. 7 at Canard Pond, 
Kings Co. (BBT, JET) and "several 
thousand" Nov. 30 at the mouth of the 
East River, Pict. Co. (KJM, CGB). 

Reports of the LESSER SCAUP come 
from a wide variety of areas. The first 
report is of one fem. Oct. 3 "with about 
20 Ring-necked Ducks", Masons Beach 
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Pond, near Lunenburg, Lun. Co. 
(ELM). There were three at Bisset L., 
Dartmouth Nov. 1 (FLL). ELM, IAM 
reported one fem. Nov. 14 and JWW 
three individuals Nov. 14 at Canard 
Pond, Kings Co. Single birds were at 
Brier Is. Nov. 22 (MLH, ALK), Big 
Pond, Sydney Mines, CB Co. (CAM, 
ALM) Nov. 23 and Nov. 24 at Tower 
Rd. Pond, CB Co. (CAM, ALM). Once 
again the latest reports were from 
HRM: one fem. Nov. 25 at Three 
Fathom Hbr. Rd. (PLC) and 40 ind. 
Dec. 1 at Bisset L., Dartmouth (FLL, 
BLM). 

COMMON EIDER were very poorly 
reported, as in the summer season. 
Three fem. were seen Sept. 20 at the 
Keji Marine Adjunct (St. Catherines 
Beach), Queens Co. (RES), three more 
fem. Nov. 13 at Margaretsville, Anna. 
Co. (SLH) and two fem. Nov. 14 at Tor 
Bay PP, Guys. Co. (RFL). Where were 
all the young - and the males? 

The handsome and sprightly HARLE
QUIN DUCK was reported twice. The 
NSBS field trip to C. Sable I. Nov. 9 
found two individuals. The other report 
is typical of this species. Six individu
als were seen Nov. 22 at Lismore, Pict. 
Co. "in the channel between the break
water and the wharf . This was a new 
species for both of us for the county 
and the birds put on quite a show as we 
watched them for about an hour as they 
dove in the channel, pecked at each 
other, or came up on the rocks for a 
rest. Since they were less than 20 m 
away at times, we had a great 
view" (KIM, CGB). 

The SURF SCOTER reports were scat
tered. One ad. male was reported Aug. 
9 at Crescent Beach, Lun. Co. (ELM, 
AHM) while two were found Aug. 20 at 
Rose Bay, Lun. Co. (ELM). Thirteen 
were at Dunns Beach, Ant. Co. Oct. 10 
(RFL, MZG) and "43, newly arrived" 
were found Oct. 17 at South Cove, Lun. 
Co. (ELM). RBS reported Nov. 19 
"Just a few in the Annapolis Basin off 
Digby. Well down from the 2,000 or so 
that I reported three weeks ago." One 
imm. WHITE-WINGED SCOTER was 
seen Nov. 11 NW of Port Williams, 
Kings Co. (BBT, JET). Four were 
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counted Nov. 14 at New Hbr., Guys. 
Co. (RFL, MZG). "About 500" were 
seen Nov. 19 in the Annapolis.Basin, 
off Digby (RBS). The BLACK SCO
TER, seen in the fall in past years in 
large numbers, seems to have gone 
elsewhere. ''Two large rafts" were ob
served Nov. 11 off Sober Is., Guys. Co. 
(KIM, CGB, STY) and an individual 
bird Nov. 19 at Jimtown, Ant. Co. 
(RFL). 

The elegant and hardy OLDSQUAW 
was not often observed. A single bird 
"in very rough shape" was seen Aug. 23 
in the Gabarus Bay area, CB (DBM 
fide JAC). One was seen Oct. 24 on 
Brier I. (SJF, BAH, DHY). On Nov. 14 
RFL, MZG reported "four or five -
beautifully plumaged" birds at Tor Bay 
PP, Guys. Co. and 12 at Isaacs Hbr., 
Guys. Co., NS. "Small flocks" were 
sighted Nov.19 in the Annapolis Basin 
off Digby (RBS). 

The BUFFLEHEAD was reported 
well, as usual, from every comer of the 
province. The first reports were of two 
males, three fem. at Louisbourg, CB 
Co. Oct. 30 (SEM) and the same com
bination Oct. 31 at East Chester, Lun. 
Co. (CJF) and two Nov. I at Bisset 
Pond, Dartmouth (FLL). There were 
reports at the beginning of Nov. of 41 
(and the end of the month 120) at 
Tower Rd. Pond (CAM, ALM) and six 
at the Fortress Barrachois, Louisbourg 
(SEM), came from CB Co. and of 30 
at Belleisle March, Anna. Co. (PEH, 
Paul MacDonald). Ten were seen Nov. 
11 at Tantallon, HRM (GDE). Eight 
were reported Nov. 21 at Cole Pond, 
Caribou, (KIM, CGB). PLC reported 
20 Nov. 25 at Three Fathom Hbr. Rd., 
HRM and RBS found one Dec. 5 at 
Bissett L., Dartmouth. Gordon Mac
Lean fide DBM reported "160 (yes 
160) at Tower Rd Pond, CB Co. ''This 
is one of the largest groups of Buffle
heads I've heard about in Cape Bre
ton." 
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The COMMON GOLDENEYE begins 
with a clarification. Calvin Brennan 
states "The information in Ken 
[McKenna]'s article (previous issue) is 
fine, but in the reports, it (Harry Bren
nan's discovery of a Common Goldeneye 
nesting) is stated as the first provincial 
breeding record, [whereas it should be] 
the first for the mainland." There are only 
three reports. RFL saw three Nov 19 at 
Ogdens Pond and 17 Nov. 23 at Crystal 
Cliffs, Ant. Co.; there were "four dozen 
+" counted Nov. 25 at Sydney Hbr., CB 
Co. (JAC, GIL). 

The perennial favourite in the reports is 
the HOODED MERGANSER, and it did 
well this fall as usual. The reports ranged 
from one juv. Aug. 9 at Rose Bay, Lun. 
Co. (ELM), one Sept. 3 at Pond Cove, 
Brier I. (JAM), four Sept 5 at CSI (RBS), 
one male, two fem. Oct. 27 at Canning 
Aboiteau, Kings Co. (JWW) to 12 seen 
Nov. 4 at Belleisle Marsh, Anna. Co. 
(PEH, Paul MacDonald). Fifty were 
counted Nov. 2 at Linden, (KIM, CGB) 
and on the same day 50 at Tatamagouche 
(KIM, CGB). Sixty ("Total from various 
ponds and lakes.") seen Nov. 15 in Yar. 
Co. (MUN). and 50 Nov. 22 at Halibur
ton Gut, Pict. Co. (KIM, CGB) and an
other 50 at Antigonish Landing, "in on 
the feeding frenzy of near 1000 birds 
here" (KIM, CGB). The latest report is of 
80 Nov. 28 at Haliburton Gut, Pict. Co. 
(KIM. CGB). 

The COMMON MERGANSER is indeed 
common here: there were high numbers 
in the north of the province. There were 
12-14 in "early Sept" at East Bay, CB 
Co. (Nancy More, fide JAC). Now come 
the large numbers - all from Ant. and 
Pict. Co. On Oct. 3 there were 100+ at 
Merigornish, (KIM, STY, JEM), 200 
Oct. 24 at Jimtown, Ant. Co. (KIM, 
CGB, Sue Harvey), MAB et al. counted 
"500+" Oct. 31 at Big I., Pict. Co. and 
KIM, CGB, RFL reported 200 Dec. 7 at 
Williams Pt., Ant. Co. There was one 
report from the valley: RBS, JWW re
ported two fem. Dec. 1-2 at Saxon St. 
Pond, Kings Co. 

There were only four reports for the 
RED-BREASTED MERGANSER - all 
from Cape Breton and Sable I. ZOL re
ported 18 Sept. 30 on Sable I., 200+ were 
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seen Nov. 7 at Pt. Edward, CB Co. 
(GIL, fide JAC) and 13 were counted 
Nov. 10 at Rudderham Creek, Pt. Ed
ward, CB Co. (JAC, JOK). 

All the reports of the RUDDY DUCK 
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came from the south and central parts 
of the province. One imm. at Brier I. 
was reported Oct. 23-24 by SJF, BAH, 
DHY. One was seen Oct. 26 at the 
Sand Pt. Pond. Col. Co. by HAB, JEB, 
(fide KIM). Six individuals were seen 

Diurnal Raptors Through Rallids 
BY IAN McLAREN 

Reports of scattered OSPREYS were 
about as usual, although JCZ thought 
them "fewer than in other years". Paltry 
island maxima of six on Brier I. Sept. 
30 (IAM) and of two on Seal I Sept. 2 
(ELM) and again in early October 
(BLM et al.), reflect their trickling de
partures. The latest reported was on 
Brier I. Oct. 22 (SJF). A near-ad. MIS
SISSIPPI KITE was a one-day wonder 
near Centreville, CSI, Sept. 17. It was 
discovered late in the day by Terry 
Crowell and later savoured by MUN 
(who supplied convincing details) as it 
caught and ate dragonflies, particularly 
numerous in the area. It seemed quite 
content when it later flew into trees, 
evidently to roost, but could not be 
found next day or subsequently. 

BALD EAGLES are always under
reported. Were up to three imms. on 
Brier I. from August on locally pro
duced? Pre-winter gatherings included 
10 imm. at Waterside P.P. Oct. 4 
(KJM), and a somewhat early buildup 
in Kings Co., with groups up to 15 at 
traditional offal sites during November 
(JWW). Almost any day's birding from 
August through November will produce 
a N. HARRIER or two. Migratory 
movements were evident in the four on 
Sable I. Sept. 15 (ZOL), eight on Brier 
I. Sept. 30, (a record?) 35 there Oct. 
10-12 (NSBS field trip), and seven on 
Seal I. Oct. 7 (BLM et al.). 

SHARP-SHINNED HAWKS in No
vember began their often unwelcome 
feeder watches. Three early (reverse) 
migrants were leaving Brier for Long I. 
Sept. 10 (AAM) and, as usual, peak 
movements were on our southern is
lands (var. obs.): 20 on Seal I. Sept. 29 
and 25 there Oct. 6-7; 75 on Brier I. 
Sept. 20, and 30 there on the 30th. 
More spectacular were an est. 500 on 
Brier Oct. 10-12 (NSBS field trip), 
where only two were noted mid
November. COOPER'S HA WK is on 
our field checklist, but we have re
quested some details for past sightings. 
I don't think this is now necessary, al
though the odd error may be made. 
This fall, three of five reports were de
tailed: an imm. fem. on Brier I. Sept. 18 
(IAM); another there Sept. 24 (MLH); 
one on Seal I. Oct. 6 (BLM et al.); an 
imm. male Nov. 7 at Lower W. Pubnico 
during the President's trip (details 
FLL), and one probable imm. fem. de
parting Brier I. Nov. 14 (1AM). The N. 
GOSHA WK is on the provincial list of 
species that may be in trouble (code 
"yellow"), so it is gratifying to have so 
many reports this fall. These are (all 
singles unless noted): newly arrived on 
Seal I. Aug. 30 (ELM); Brier I. Sept. 
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Nov. 4 at the Shubenacadie Reservoir, 
Hants Co. (JPE, RCM). At Bissett L., 
Dartmouth two were found Nov. 1 (FLL), 
five Nov. 22 (Duncan MacDonald) and 
eight Dec. 1 (FLL, BLM); "several" re
mained at Bisset L. Dec. 5 (RBS). 

20 (FLL); Seal I. Sept. 27-Oct. 7 (same 
bird? BLM et al.); Donkin Mine Sept. 
26-27 (DBM et al.) and Oct. 4 (CAM et 
al.); Brier I. Oct. 10-12 (4 birds, NSBS 
field trip); CSI Oct. 17 (FLL); Cow Bay, 
HRM, Nov. 9 (FLL). 

RED-SHOULDERED HAWKS, like 
Cooper's, once needed detailing, but now 
seem quite regular. A perched imm. was 
studied on Brier I. Sept. 7 (IAM), and 
another was well seen in flight there Sept. 
24 (MLH). The buildup of BROAD
WINGED HAWKS on Brier I. was well 
delineated (var. obs.). There were only 1-
2 between Sept. 3-7, but a large kettle, 
about 550, tried unsuccessfully twice to 
leave the island Sept. 18. In worse 
weather the next two days, only a few 
dozen could be found. At such times they 
must mope in the forest up Digby Neck. 
Some 55 birds were forming a kettle at 
the W end of Long I. Sept. 26, 40+ were 
over Brier in fair weather Sept. 30 and, 
finally, an estimated 300 were present 
Oct. 10-12 (NSBS field trip). Only a few 
were seen elsewhere. 

At last, SW AINSON'S HA WK has been 
fully substantiated in Nova Scotia. But, 
what bizarre circumstances brought four 
of them to the coast of CB near Schooner 
Pond, just E of Donkin? The birds, all 
thought to be imm., were discovered by 
RIK mid-day Sept. 12. and they finally 
went to roost during squalls. They were 
seen and photographed next day by him 
and others (CAM ALM, DBM, et al.; see 
photo). Three were in darkish plumage 
and one paler. Unfortunately for other 
arriving birders, they departed in fair 
weather before the third day. Astonish
ingly, a photographically different 
darkish bird was found by RIK (later by 
CAM et al.) in the same area Oct. 20-22. 
These unusual records will be fully docu
mented elsewhere by RIK. It is notable 
that a record 30+ occurred on Cape May, 
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NJ, hawk counts this fall. 

One of three fledged juv. RED
T AILED HAWKS from the Acadia 
University pair was found Alig. 7, evi
dently electrocuted in a power-line col
lision. Another caught a Rock Dove 
Aug. 11; natural selection operates in 
new modes these days (JWW). Only a 
few migrants were reported. We may 
have a good winter for ROUGH
LEGGED HAWKS. The first was one 
at Cape John, Pict. Co., Sept. 27 (KJM, 
Sue Harvey). Four light and one dark
phase bird were over Brier I. Oct. 10-
12 (NSBS field trip). Subsequently, at 
least six scattered individuals were 
noted. An eagle posed on a distant 
spruce on Brier I. Sept. 4 for 1AM and 
Terry Paquet. In less-than-ideal views 
through heat shimmer, it was quite pal
ish brown overall, with darker flight 
feathers and relatively small, darker 
head. When it glided on flat wings to
wards the Fundy shore, it showed a 
seemingly more rufous outer wing 
panel. It was not a Bald Eagle, and 
they put it down as a faded, or "foxed", 
GOLDEN EAGLE. The darker head 
(recently moulted?) remains puzzling. 
Apparently this odd bird was seen a 
few days later by AAM. Sightings on 
Brier I. Oct. 10 (CJZ et al.) and Oct. 
23 (SJF, BAH) were not detailed, so 
could have been the same or different 
individuals. Finally, according to locals 
(fide MUN) there were two of this 
magnificent raptor on Seal I. in mid
November. 

We had eight reports of AM. KES
TRELS in scattered ones or twos, but 
migration on our southern islands 
showed their movements best (var. 
obs.). Migration began with arrival of 
three on Seal I. Sept. 1 and 15 there 
Sept. 5. Only one was noted on Brier I. 
during this period, but there were up to 
eight there Sept. 18 and Sept. 26-27. 
On Oct. 2, some 30 were on Brier I. 
and a like number on Seal I. Oct. 4-5. 
JKD thought them "plentiful" around 
W. Pubnico during this period. Fully 
50 were listed by NSBS field trippers 
to Brier Oct. 10-12, and there was a 
last flourish of 10 on CSI Oct. 17. By 
Nov. 13-14, none was found on Brier I. 
Three that perched on a boat on Geor-
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ges Bank Sept. 11 (RSD) were off 
course. Again, we had a few reports of 
scattered MERLINS, but more from 
the islands. Unlike Sharp-shinneds, 
Merlins favour the outer coast, usually 
more are found on Seal than on Brier 
I. AAM saw one catch a Wilson's 
Storm-Petrel off Brier I. Sept. 10; can 
they do this during their long overseas 
flights? Migration (var. obs.) began 
with three on Brier I. Sept. 3 & 10 on 
Seal I. Sept. 6. Ten on Brier I. Oct. 2 
were outmatched by 50 on Seal I. Oct. 
4. Even during the great hawk flights 
Oct. 10-12 (NSBS field trip), only 30 
were logged on Brier I. Things had 
quieted down Oct. 17, when FLL et al. 
saw three on CSI, and by Nov. 13-14, 
only one was hanging around Brier I. 
The season's first GYRFALCON was 
found, as usual in recent years, on 
Cape Sable Sept. 29 (MUN). A "gray 
phase" was on Seal I. Oct. 4 (BLM), 
and one at The Hawk, CSI, Oct. 17 
was rated a "probable male dark 
phase" (FLL). PEREGRINE FAL
CONS were not in exceptional num
bers this fall. A banded ad. at Blomi
don Aug. 4 and others harassing shore
birds at Evangeline Beach through 
August (8 reports, var. obs.) were pre-

sumably local birds. One wandered to 
CSI Aug. 7 (JCZ). There were eleven 
reports of scattered migrants Septem
ber through November, but again more 
on the islands (var. obs.). Two on Sa
ble I. Aug. 30-10 Sept. and a young 
anatum on Seal I. Sept. 6 (BLM et al.) 
were early, but none were reported 
from Brier I. until MLH saw one Sept. 
25 arriving from over the sea with 
prey, which it first defended from a 
Herring Gull, and then lost to a N. 
Harrier. Three were on Brier Sept. 26-
Oct. 2. A peak of 10 appeared Oct. 4-5 
on Seal I. and up to six anatum (2 ad., 
4 imm.) and one imm. tundrius (per 
FLL) were on Brier I. Oct. 10-12. (It 
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has been argued that, against Canadian 
advice, N. Am. re-introductions used 
willy-nilly genetic stocks. It is doubtful 
that pure anatum now exists, and some 
feel that its remnants should have been 
left to re-establish naturally following 
DDT banning.) 

GRAY PARTRIDGE were "a regular 
visitor to the farm" of FLS in Economy 
(JCZ), and fully 18 were counted in 
Truro Nov. 17 by Alan Eddy, who e
mailed scanned photos of a half-dozen. 
Almost no one bothered to report 
pheasants, but our native grouse 
seemed more noteworthy. with five 
reports of eight SPRUCE GROUSE 
and eleven reports (six by BLM) of 12 
RUFFED GROUSE. On Oct. 24, one 
of the latter was "displaying" (RFL) 
and another drumming (KJM) in Ant. 
Co. 

Another apparent BLACK RAIL 
turned up on Sable I. Here is ZOL's 
account spelled out from her short
hand. She flushed it Sept. 21 at less 
than 2 m from thick marram/beach pea 
vegetation, whence it flew low for 
about 10 m and couldn't be put up 
again. As it flew, it seemed between a 
sparrow and starling in size, all black 
with white speckles, its black legs dan
gling. Although nothing short of a 
photo or capture would fully confirm 
this species for our list, it does seem 
prone to wander like other rallids. Our 
more regular rails were probably un
derreported: an ad. VIRGINIA RAIL 
at Hartlen Pt. Sept. 10 (FLL), a local 
ad. and two juv. SORAS at Harris 
Pond, Kings Co., mid-August (RBS, 
JCT), and an apparently confused Sora 
around David Pugh's feeder on Brier I. 
Sept. 8-9. 

AM. COOTS were big news - too 
many for individual attribution. Several 
at APBS Oct. 4 (ELM) could have 
been local, but one Oct. 16 near Sand 

Pt. (CAB) had presumably wandered 
there. Thereafter, numbers in HRM 
built up to: two on Sullivans Pond; five 
by Nov. 1 and 20 by month's end on 
Bissett L.; and eight at Three-Fathom 
Hbr. By mid-November, there were 18 
in Glace Bay (CAM, RIK) and at least 
five in Kings Co. In addition, about 
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eight individuals were found else
where. A stay-put SANDHILL 
CRANE was first discovered by local 

Shorebirds 

Southward-returning BLACK
BELLIED PLOVERS were widely re
ported, in average numbers. Black
bellieds normally peak in mid to late 
Aug., but highest counts for some sites 
occurred earlier: 82+ on Sable I. Aug. 
1 (ZOL); 100 on CSI Aug. 6 (BLM); 
72 at Cherry Hill Aug. 8 (SJF). The 
only notable concentration was of 650 
at Starrs Pt. Aug. 22 (JCT). Numbers 
on Crescent Beach peaked at 75 Aug. 
26 (JSC). Only a single bird was on 
Port Joli Beach Sept. 7 (RES); four at 
Cape St. Marys Oct. 6 (Ted Brown). 
The only non-coastal report was of 40 
at the Hfx. Int. Airport Oct. 16-19 
(DHH); also a likely area to look for 
Goldens I would think. Reports were 
received of 15 to 25 birds at Conrad 
Beach, Blanche, Seal I., Brier I., and 
Big I. throughout Oct. Remaining 
stragglers were four at Tracadie Hbr. 
Nov. 1 (RFL), three at Cherry Hill, and 
one at Little Hbr. Nov. 28 (DHY). AM. 
GOLDEN PLOVERS, normally seen 
in smaller numbers than the Black
bellied, were this year comparatively 
more abundant and widespread. On 
schedule were ten ad. at Rainbow Ha
ven Aug. 23 (FLL); 70+ on Sable L 
Aug. 25 (ZOL); 120 at the Sydney Air
port Aug. 30, building to 300 by Sept. 
11 (DBM, JUM). Juvs. usually make 
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residents in a field west of Wallace, 
Pict. Co., during the 3rd week of Sep
tember, and became known to birders 

up the majority of birds seen in Sept. 
and Oct., and the 100 seen at Cole Hbr. 
Sept. 25 were no exception, 90% were 
imm. About 135 were there Oct. 14 
(FLL, IAM). Flocks of 50+ were noted 
at Grand Pre from Sept. 22 to Oct. 30 
(BBT, JWW). Seven imm. on Seal I. 
Oct. 6-9 provided a good number for 
this location, as did 25 at Sable I. Oct. 
10 (BLM, ZOL). Elsewhere, smaller 
numbers were seen from CSI to Louis
bourg until the end of Oct. 

For the second year in a row, a WIL
SON'S PLOVER was sighted by the 
same observer in Ant. Co., this time at 
Pomquet Beach Aug. 28. It was seen 
with Semipalmated Plover, and de
scribed as having a larger size, bill and 
wider breast band (SAM). A possible 
COMMON RINGED PLOVER was 
closely studied at CSI Nov. 22 (MUN 
et al.). An imm., it showed many of the 
field marks of this difficult-to-identify 
species, although neither toe webbing 
nor flight calls were noted. The observ
ers agree that although the sighting is 
suggestive, it is by no means conclu
sive. 

SEMIP ALMA TED PLOVER were 
present in goodly numbers. On Aug. 5, 
750 ad. were tallied between W. Chez
zetcook and Hartlen Pt., building to 
2000 by Aug. 31 (FLL). Peaks from 
other traditional sites were: 2000 at 
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Oct. 1 (STY et al.). We received no 
reports from beyond that date. 

Evangeline Beach Aug. 2; 150 at CSI 
Aug. 6 (BLM); 550 at Crescent Beach 
Aug. 12 (JSC); 350 at Cherry Hill Aug. 
9 & 14 (ELM, SJF); 114 at Sable I. 
Aug. 21 (ZOL). Sept. numbers were 
high: 90 on Seal I. Sept. 6 (BLM); 475 
at Morien Hbr. Sept. 13 (DBM, RIK); 
350 at Conrad Beach Sept. 12; 300 at 
Cole Hbr. Sept. 25 (FLL, 1AM). 
Lastly, 67 lingered at Crescent Beach, 
and 35 at Advocate Hbr., until Oct. 16 
(JSC MSM, JRM). Last to be seen 
were two at Cherry Hill Nov. 1. Etta 
Parker, Nova Scotia's Plover Guard
ian, has summarized the PIPING 
PLOVER breeding success for 1998: 
36 breeding pairs, 64 fledged young. 
This is a decline from 45 pairs in 1997, 
and from 51 pairs in 1996 (Piping 
Plover Guardian Newsletter, issue #4, 
Nov. 1998). The two ad. KILLDEER 
at Cape Light, CSI Aug. 8, engaged in 
distraction display, were probably sec
ond nesters (JCZ). Another probable 
breeding bird was at Kejimkujik NP 
Aug. 8 (BLM). Post-breeding birds and 
migrants usually gather in small 
groups, such as the 20 at the Sydney 
Airport Sept. 14 and the four at Seal I. 
Sept. 29 (BLM). A lone individual 
reached Sable I. Oct. 20 (ZOL), and 
single stragglers were at Little Hbr., 
Shel. Co. and Hartlen Pt. Nov. 3 & 4 
(DHY, FLL). 

The two AM. OYSTERCATCHERS 

- r 

Ruddy '"turnstone 
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which had nested unsuccessfully on 
CSI remained on territory until at least 
Sept. 6 (JCZ et al.). The most spec
tacular shorebirds of the season had to 
be the two AM. A VOCETS found in 
different locations. The first appeared 
at the Windsor Causeway Sept. 12 and 
stayed until Oct. 4, allowing var. obs. 
an opportunity for good views. It was 
found by RBS as the tide was receding, 
"unmistakable; all white head indicated 
ad. basic plumage; seen walking on 
mud-flats, feeding, with side to side 
motion of the bill." The other good 
find by MUN, an irnrn., was on CSI 
Oct. 20, but it stayed for only one day. 

GREATER YELLOWLEGS peaked 
early and occurred in good-sized flocks 
in some locations, but numbers were 
unusually low later in the season: 50 on 
CSI Aug. 6 (BLM); 30 on Sable I. 
Aug. 8 (ZOL); 20 at Crescent Beach 
Aug. 4 & 26 (JSC); 35 at Cole Hbr. 
Aug. 27 (BLM). Other reports in
cluded: four at Browns Beach, Ant. Co. 
Sept. 13 (RFL); five at St. Catherines 
R. Beach Sept. 20 (RES); 16 at Morien 
Bar Oct. 17 (John Lunn, SEM); eight 
along the river in Canning Oct. 27 
(JWW). One or two lingered to the end 
of Nov. at Saxon St. Pond and Glace 
Bay Sanctuary (JWW, W AM, JAC). 
An unusual albino individual must 
have at first puzzled Terry Crowell 
who spotted it at Doctors Cove, Shel. 
Co. on Sept. 14. Most of the LESSER 
YELLOWLEGS must have moved on 
in the large concentration reported in 
late July as there were few seen there
after. FLL and Earl Bradley tallied 100 
from W. Chezzetcook to Eastern Pas
sage in the third week of July, and an 
unprecedented 500 on July 29. Else
where, 12 were seen at St. Anos Hbr., 
CB Co. Aug. 1; 25 at CSI on Aug. 6 
(BLM); 11 at Cherry Hill Aug. 4; 15 
on Sable I. Aug. 15 (ZOL). One flew 
into a pond at Cape Light, CSI Aug. 8, 
had a bath and flew out (JCZ, Ann 
Thomes). Four were at Charlesville, 
Shel. Co. Aug. 21 (JKD); 10 at Cole 
Hbr. Sept. 25 (FLL, 1AM); four at Pt. 
Edward Oct. 11 (JAC, JOK); three at 
Morien Bar Oct. 17 (John Lunn, SEM). 
A late straggler was at Pt. Edward Nov. 
23 (GIL, JAC). 
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Eight SOLITARY SANDPIPERS, an 
average number, were reported stop
ping within a narrow time frame, Aug. 
1-Sept. 17. First to be sighted was at 
Kennetcook Aug. 1 (DAW, John 
Thompson, BLM). Two were on Sable 
I. Aug. 5 (ZOL); one on Lake John 
Rd., Shel. Co. Aug. 16 (MUN); one 
kept the Mills company on Seal I. Aug. 
23-Sept. 6; two were on Brier I. Sept. 7 
& 9 (JAM, AAM); one at Hartlen Pt. 
Sept. 5 & 11 (TIA, FLL); one at Og
dens Pond, Ant. Co. Sept. 12 (RFL, 
KIM, COB); an ad. was at Ginger Hill 
Pond, Lockeport Sept. 14-17 (DLC et 
al.), and the last was at CSI Sept. 17 
(BLM). A hundred and ten WILLET 
had gathered at Crescent Beach by July 
16; by Aug. 12 only 24 juv. remained 
(JSC). Dwindling numbers were found 
elsewhere: 25 on Long I. Aug. 5; 30 on 
CSI Aug. 6 (BLM); 14 at Dominion 
Beach Aug. 13 (DBM, RIK). From 
then on one to two birds were seen at 
various sites, the last being one at 
Crescent Beach Sept. 26 (JSC). SPOT
TED SANDPIPERS slip away in Aug. 
and Sept. as the four seen on CSI Aug. 
6-7 were no doubt about to do (BLM, 
JCZ). It is unusual to see concentra
tions of these birds, but not uncom
monly, 20 were counted on Seal Sept. 
5-6 (BLM) and 15 were at Pubnico Pt. 
Sept. 1, "probably thinking of 'crossing 
over"' (RSD). Single birds were widely 
reported from various sites Aug. 
through Oct. A straggler seen at Locke
port's Crescent Beach Oct. 12 was the 
only "spotty" DLC had seen all sum
mer. Last seen was one at Hartlen Pt. 
Oct. 18 (1AM). 

Not a single UPLAND SANDPIPER 
visited our shores during the autumn 
report period. The evocative, repeated 
calls of the WHIMBREL were heard 
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throughout the region and numbers 
were respectable. The first wave was of 
40+ on Sable I. Aug. 1 (ZOL), fol
lowed by 20 at Louisbourg Aug. 2 
(DBM), and the peak seasonal count of 
300 at CSI Aug. 9 (MUN). Among 
other counts were: 12 at Big I. Aug. 14 
(KIM); 63 at Scaterie I. Aug. 15; 15 at 
the Sydney Airport Aug. 30 (DBM. 
RIK); 17 at Hartlen Pt. Sept. 10 (FLL, 
BLM); nine on McNutts I. Sept. 5-7 
(DOE, Rachel Van Buskirk); seven on 
Seal I. Sept.6 (AHM, ELM). A lone 
bird delighted Ann Doull at Big I. 
Sept. 11, where she has found them 
scarce in the last few years. Only two 
were seen at Grand Pre Sept 14 (BBT). 
From then on there were scattered ones 
and twos, the last one being on Seal I. 
Oct. 7 (JOW et al.). 

HUDSONIAN GODWITS made a 
good showing, beginning with a peak 
count of 40 at CSI Aug. 6 (BLM, 
DAW). Five were at Dominion Beach 
Aug. 13 (DBM, RIK) and seven at the 
Wolfville wharf Oct. 7 (MLH, ALK). 
Two were at the Glace Bay Sanctuary 
Oct. 17-18 (RIK, ALM, CAM). Late 
birds were three at CSI Nov. 11 and a 
very tame bird probing for food at the 
Lockeport Recreation Field Nov; 13, 
an odd, unproductive spot (DIC). 

Average numbers of RUDDY TURN
STONE were tallied beginning with 20 
at Conrad Beach Aug 1 (Ulli Hoeger); 
75 were at Brier I. Aug. 4 (BLM, 
DAW); 40 at Seal I. Sept. 4 (BLM); 
63+ on Sable I. Aug. 8 (ZOL). Nine 
were still at McNutts I. Sept. 6 (DOE); 
25 at Hartlen Pt. Sept. 10; the last were 
four late birds at Hartlen Pt. Nov. 4 
(FLL, Earl Bradley). 

The first of our "calidridines," the 
RED KNOT, is a "handsome and inter
esting species," so said Audubon, and 
it is encouraging to think that the popu
lation may be making some slight re
covery. An ad. was first seen Aug. 5 at 
Freeport, and by Aug. 6 there were 30 
at CSI (BLM, DAW). Peaks at other 
sites were: 25 at Cherry Hill Aug. 31 
(SJF); 10 at Crescent Beach Sept. 17 
(JSC); 65 at Morien Bar Sept. 26 
(NSBS field trip); the largest concen
tration DBM has seen in CB. Small 
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numbers were seen elsewhere, the last 
being five at Grand Pre Nov. 3 (JWW). 

SANDERLING were widely reported, 
but in average numbers. The sandy 
beaches of Sable I. have always been a 
favourite refueling stop, 480+ re
mained in residence Aug. 9-Oct. 8 
(ZOL). Other highs were: 50 at Seal I. 
Sept. 5 (BLM); 150 at Brier I. Sept. 7 
(IAM); 17 5 at Cherry Hill Sept. 17; 
200 at Conrad Beach Sept. 16; 1000 at 
Windsor Causeway Oct. 2 (FLL); 306 
at Crescent Beach Oct. 16 (JSC). The 
only northern reports were of 20 at Ad
vocate Hbr. Oct. 16 (JRM, MSM), and 
20+ at Morien Bar Oct. 17 (John Lunn, 
SEM). About 150 additional birds 
were reported from widely scattered 
areas, from Sept. to Nov., the last be
ing six at Cherry Hill Nov. 28. 

Notable concentrations of SEMIPAL
MATED SANDPIPERS were the norm 
this season. The peak seasonal count 
was as usual at Grand Pre where BLM 
estimated 150,000 Aug. 2. Local resi
dents noted large flocks leaving that 
night, but JCT reported at least 
100,000 still there the following day. 
Other highs were: 300 at CSI Aug. 6 
(BLM); 3000 tallied from W. Chezzet
cook to Eastern Passage Aug. 31 
(FLL); 385 at Crescent Beach Sept. 3 
(JSC); 1000 at Hartlen Pt. Sept. 10; 
350 at Conrad Beach Sept. 12 & 22 
(FLL, BLM). IAM noted numbers of 
"peeps" and small plovers roosting at 
high tide on surface weed-mats on Dot
ties Pond, Three Fathom Hbr., and 
about 300 Semipalmated were counted 
there at the end of Aug. Advocate Hbr. 
was still holding on to 12 Oct. 16 
(JRM, MSM). The last two were seen 
at Grand Pre Nov. 3 (JWW). An albino 
sandpiper showed up on Brier I. Sept 
6 and was studied by MUN but not 
seen well enough for him to be certain 
ofits identification. Three WESTERN 
SANDPIPERS were reported but with 
incomplete or no accompanying docu
mentation. I include them all for the 
record: one at Port Mori en Sept. 10, 
identified "on basis of thicker, down
curved bill" (GEM, JUM, fide SEMJ; 
one on Seal I. Sept. 28 (BLM et al.); 
one juv. at Grand Pre Nov. 3, "seen 
well, with Semipalmated Sandpipers, 

NOVA SCOTIA BIRDS 

very noticeable rufous/reddish colour 
in a line where the scapulars meet the 
back, otherwise it looked like a 
Semipalmated" (JWW). LEAST 
SANDPIPERS appeared in substantial 
numbers. On Sable I. ZOL counted 75 
July 7. Numbers built from 200 in the 
third week of July to 1000 by Aug. 23 
on the W. Chezzetcook to Eastern Pas
sage "run" (FLL, Earl Bradley). JCT 
noted up to 80 in W olfville Hbr. Aug. 
13, a large concentration for this area. 
Up to 450 were at Cole Hbr. Aug. 27 
(BLM), and 385 was the peak for Cres
cent Beach Sept. 3 (JSC). Another 100 
or so were reported from various sites 
from Aug. through Sept. A late strag
gler was at CSI Oct. 17 (FLL). Another 
albino shorebird, found at Conrad 
Beach Aug. 30 with a large flock of 
mixed shorebirds, was identified as a 
Least by BAH and Roger Pocklington. 

WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPERS 
were not seen in such numbers for 
some years. Grand Pre hosted 500 
Aug. 2 (BLM); 70 were on Sable I. 
Aug. 8-Oct. 20 (ZOL); 105 at Morien 
Hbr. Aug. 13, increasing to 200 by 
Sept. 13 (DBM, RIK). On Seal I. 37 
ad., high numbers for this location, 
were present Aug. 26 (ELM). There 
were 70 at Hartlen Pt. Oct. 31 and 100 
on Nov. 3 (TIA, FLL). Smaller groups 
totalling 100+ were reported from the 
Minas Basin southward. Last seen were 
three at Three Fathom Hbr. Nov.21 
(FLL, Richard Hatch). At least 13 
BAIRD'S SANDPIPERS were identi
fied, an average count for the season. 
First to appear was one at Hemeon 
Head Aug. 15, spotted by RBS during 
the NSBS field trip to Matthews L.. 
Five were at CSI Aug. 21-22 (MUN, 
JCZ, et al.); two imm. at Cherry Hill 
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Aug. 30 (SJF); an ad. at Hartlen Pt. 
Sept. 6 (FLL, Earl Bradley); one at 
Port Morien Sept. 10 (ALM, CAM); 
one on Brier I. Sept. 20 & 27 (BLM, 
KJM, JWW, PAM); one on Seal I. Oct. 
3 (BLM); one on CSI Oct. 17, perhaps 
a lingering Aug. bird (FLL). PECTO
RAL SANDPIPERS are locally com
mon and often quite rare in other 
marshes or edges. Late arrivals, the 
only Aug. birds were 20 on Sable L 
Aug. 12 (ZOL). The seasonal peak was 
certainly the 200 at the Sydney Airport 
Sept. 11 (JUM, fide SEM). A substan
tial flock of 40+ was at Rainbow Ha
ven Oct. 10 (IAM, Alan Covert). Small 
numbers totalling 75 individuals were 
reported from the Highland Links, In
gonish to Seal L Sept. through Oct. 
Last to be seen were 22 at Little Hbr. 
Oct. 21 (DHY) and one at Hartlen Pt. 
Nov. 3 (FLL). 

The earliest PURPLE SANDPIPERS, 
40 of them, were found on Brier I. 
Nov. 14 by 1AM. FLS wins the prize. 
however, for the unprecedented 200 
seen at Economy Pt. Nov. 30. One had 
reached Caribou I. on the same day 
(KJM, COB). Although there were 
many reports of DUNLIN, numbers 
were low, most in single digits. An 
early migrant was at Three Fathom 
Hbr. July 29 and another at BI Aug. 4 
(FLL, BLM, DAW). Highest counts 
were: 50 at Cole Hbr. Oct. 14 (FLL); 
12 at Morien Bar Oct. 17 (John Lunn, 
SEM); 62 at Crescent Beach Oct. 24, 
declining to 25 Nov. 18 (JSC). Smaller 
numbers were seen at Advocate Hbr., 
Tracadie Hbr., South Bar, Dominion 
Beach, Grand Pre, and Seal I. At least 
six STILT SANDPIPERS were re
ported: an ad. was at Freeport Hbr. 
Aug. 4 (BLM, DAW); two ad. at 
Conrad Beach and one ad. at Law
rencetown L. Aug. 22 (FLL et al.); sin
gles, one being an imm., were seen on 
four separate occasions from W. Chez
zetcook to Hartlen Pt. from Aug. 21 to 
Oct. 20 and may have included one of 
the above (FLL); one was at CSI Sept. 
13 (MUN). An unusually high number 
of at least 25 BUFF-BREASTED 
SANDPIPERS were reported. First to 
be seen was one at Sydney Airport 
Aug. 21 (RIK); one at Hartlen Pt. Aug. 
26 (Peter Browne); one at Hirtle 
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Beach, Lun. Co. (JAH); two imm. at 
Cherry Hill Aug. 30 (SJF); an imm. on 
Seal I. Aug. 30-31 & Sept. 3 (ELM); 
one on Brier I. Sept. 3~ 7 (MUN, RBS, 
1AM); two on Sable I. Sept. 2 (ZOL); 
an amazing nine at CSI Sept. 4 
(MUN); two juv. at Grand Pre Sept. 23 
(MLH. JWW);up to four at Sydney 
Airport Sept. 13 (DBM, RIK, JUM); 
one at Hartlen Pt. Oct. 31 and 2 imm. 
Nov. 3 (TIA, FLL). 

SHORT-BILLED DOWITCHERS 
were in good supply in their favourite 
haunts but scarce elsewhere. On July 
20 FIL and Earl Bradley tallied 2000 
from W. Chezzetcook to Eastern Pas
sage, approximating counts from ear
lier days. They also found an ad. of the 
Central-Canada-breeding hendersoni 
subspecies at Three Fathom Hbr. and 
described it convincingly, "golden 
fringes on edges of back feathers, light 
reddish orange throat through to under
tail, underparts virtually unspeckled, 
pale nape." Other counts of note were: 
300 at the Windsor Causeway Aug. 1 
(JCT); 60 at Crescent Beach Aug. 4 
(JSC); 200 at CSI Aug. 6 (BLM); 76 at 
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Sable I. Aug. 8 (ZOL).Few were found 
in CB: six at the Sydney Airport Aug. 
30 (DBM); three at the Glace Bay 
Sanctuary Oct. 24 (ALM, CAM). 
Numbers fell rapidly, with ten at Cole 
Hbr. Sept. 25 and the last one at Cherry 
Hill Oct. 5. An unusual number of 
LONG-BILLED DOWITCHERS were 
reported. Unseasonably early were two 
ad. at CSI Aug. 3 seen and heard by 
JON as they foraged typically in fresh 
water ponds. Another was there Sept. 
20 (MUN). The Murrants found an 
imm. at Glace Bay Sanctuary and it 
lingered from Oct. 15-18, allowing 
other observers careful studies. Two 
imm. turned up at CSI Nov. 18-22, 
identified by sight by JON and RSD. 
Wanting to be certain, RSD borrowed 
rubber boots and trudged across the 
flats, to be rewarded by hearing their 
typical and confirming "keek" call. 

COM. SNIPE were much in evidence, 
whether breeding birds or migrants, it 
is hard to say. One was at Westmount, 
CB Co. Aug. 26 (JAC), three at Sable 
I. Sept. 9 (ZOL), and six at MacGil
livrays L., Ant. Co. Sept. 12 (RFL, 

Gulls Through Alcids 
6Y BLAKE MAYBANK 

One or more SOUTH POLAR SKUAS 
spent the period in the Bay of Fundy, 
with submitted sightings of single birds 
from Aug. 8 (BLM, et al.) and Sept. 7 
(CAH). POMARINE JAEGERS were 
surely not this scarce; one off BRIER I. 
Sept. 9 (CAH), and one from the Cabot 
Strait ferry Sept. 6 (RIK). PARASITIC 
JAEGERS in Fundy seemed to prefer 
New Brunswick this year, with the only 
Nova Scotia report (two birds) from 
Sable I. Sept. 23 (ZOL). RIK was fortu
nate to find an adult LONG-TAILED 
JAEGER on the same Sept. 6 ferry 
crossing. I can't recall a quieter autumn 
for LAUGHING GULLS in recent 
years, with the only report from Sable I. 
(where else?) on Aug. 1 (WL). Two 
LITTLE GULLS graced us this 
autumn, an immature at Three Fathom 
Hbr. Nov. 16 (DUB, well-described), 
and an adult at Chance Hbr., Pict. Co., 
Nov. 29 (CGB). Five BLACK-

HEADED GULLS had returned to Cole 
Hbr. by Aug. 27 (BLM, Peter Browne), 
and five were in Glace Bay by Aug. 30 
(CAM, ALM). 1AM, following up on a 
report by PEM, found two adults and a 
very dark juvenile bird at Lawrence
town L. Aug. 26; the juvenile appar
ently showed traces of downy feathers, 
suggestive of breeding at least as near 
as Newfoundland, if not in Nova Sco
tia. Numbers built up as autumn pro
gressed, with perhaps 200 in the Hali
fax area by the end of the period. RIK 
and Gordon MacLean counted 28 at 
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KJM, CGB ). The remainder of the 12 
or so birds were seen from Oct. on, 
three at MacLellan Marsh, Pict. Co., 
six on Seal I., singles at Port Morien 
and Louisbourg, CB Co., Canning, and 
two still at the MacLellan Marsh Nov. 
29 (KJM). The solitary AM. WOOD
COCK was noted only twice: one at 
Sand L., CB Co. on Sept. 9 (ALM, 
CAM), and a late straggler at Little 
Hbr. Nov. 21-26, where they are con
sidered uncommon (DHY). 

Only one WILSON'S PHALAROPE 
visited the region, an imm. at Little 
Hbr. Oct. 13 (DHY). BLM and DAW 
estimated 2000+ RED-NECKED 
PHALAROPE on a whale-watching 
trip off Brier I. Aug. 4 and only ten 
RED PHALAROPE were seen with 
them. However, 1000+ Reds were 
counted daily later in the month, Aug. 
21-30 (CAH). 

Sydney Mines Nov. 22, and birds from 
less expected locales included one in 
Lunenburg Hbr. Oct. 9 (ELM), five 
along Rte #357 Antigonish Oct. 24 
(KJM, et al.), and one at the Port Wil
liams sewage pond Nov. 24 (PBG). The 
big flocks of BONAPARTE'S GULLS 
were of course along the Northumber
land shore, with 400+ at Big I., Pict. 
Co., by Aug. 14 (KJM), good numbers 
of adults in the Wallace area Aug. 20 
(IAM, et al.), 900 at Caribou I. Sept. 27 
(KJM, Sue Harvey), building to 1000+ 
along the shoreline of Ant. Co. Oct. 24 
(KJM, et al.), and 2000+ at Chance 
Hbr., Pict. Co., Nov. 29 (CGB). 
Twenty-eight were at Hartlen Pt. Sept. 
12 (FLL). Odd Bonaparte's elsewhere 
included one on Aylesford L. (Kings) 
Aug. 7 (RBS), singles on Sable I. Aug. 
30 and Oct. 8 (ZOL), two on Seal I. 
Sept. 5 (BLM), six off Lockeport Cres
cent Beach Oct. 23 (DJC), and one at 
the Port Williams sewage pond Nov. 25 
(BBT, JET). The BLACK-TAILED 
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GULL on Sable I. was last seen Aug. 2 
(ZOL), after its second summer on the 
island.; it may be the same bird that 
showed up recently in Rhode I. MEW 
GULLS of the European race (Larus 
canus canus, "Common Gull") are in
creasingly routine, but still need to be 
carefully identified. Be warned: a small 
number of adult Ring-billed Gulls may 
have 'ring-less' bills. This autumn the 
following reports were received: Brier 
I. Sept. 9 (AAM), "an adult with yellow 
legs, no ring on bill, and darker mantle 
than nearby Herring and Ring-billed 
Gulls" - the nominate "Common 
Gull" should have a mantle the same 
shade as Ring-billed Gull, while the 
Mew Gull race in North America has a 
darker mantle. This record is therefore 
suggestive of the North American race, 
not yet confirmed in the province. 
Other "Common" Gulls included an 
immature in Lunenburg Hbr. Sept. 9 
(ELM, no details); and two birds of un
described age from Schooner Pond, CB 
Co., Nov. 8 (RIK, fide CAM. no de
tails). 

I give up - RING-BILLED GULLS 
must breed somewhere in Nova Scotia, 
we just need to find out where. On Aug. 
26, off Seaview Drive in N. Sydney, 
DBM encountered "about 1000 gulls, 
mostly Ring-bills flycatching on a 
warm, humid evening. There was a sig
nificant flight of ant reproductives, the 
focus of their feeding. Along with the 
gulls were a few thousand Starlings." 
Numbers declined to a few dozen in 
Oct., with 15 still present at Sydney's 
Wentworth Park Nov. 29 (DBM). IAM 
and ELM counted 2000+ near 
Medford, Kings Co., Oct. 12, in an al
most pure flock untainted by Herring or 
Great Black-backed Gulls. In southern 
Nova Scotia, and on offshore islands, 
Ring-billed Gulls are quite notably 
scarce. BLM had singles as follows: 
Digby Aug. 3; Long I. Aug. 5; CSL 
Aug. 6; Rissers Beach P.P. Aug. 9, and 
Seal L Sept. 5. There were three on 
Seal I. Oct. 7 (BLM), and a single on 
Sable I. Oct. 9 (ZOL), but particularly 
impressive were the 16 at Eel Brook, 
Yar. Co., Oct. 7 (JKD), the site of last 
winter's adult Little Gull. The first re
ported ICELAND GULLS of the 
autumn were an immature at Big I., 
Pict. Co., Oct. 24 (KJM, et al.), an 
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adult and an immature at Broad Cove 
Oct. 28 (SJF), and two immatures at 
Sydney Nov. 1 (DBM, RIK). They 
were back in numbers at their usual 
haunts by the end of the period. 
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULLS 
made up for the lack of Laughing Gulls, 
with a superb showing, especially in 
Kings Co., in Oct. and Nov. Many of 
the gulls displaced by the closing of the 
Sackville landfill a year ago seemed to 
have switched to the poultry barns and 
processing plants of Kings Co, and 
careful searching among the thousands 
of Herring and Great Black-backed 
Gulls frequently turned up a Lesser 
Black-backed Gull (or two, or three). 
MLH saw birds in all four age catego
ries, and RBS and AAM both saw two 
adults at the same time, with AAM also 
seeing a first-winter bird. 1AM and 
BLM had an adult and a small first
winter on the same day. Even account-
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ing for likely duplicate sightings. there 
are probably at least eight individuals in 
the fields of Kings County, with a mini
mum of four adults, two first winter, and 
one each second winter and third winter 
(var. obs.). Elsewhere there were two 
adults at Big I., Pict. Co., Oct. 24 (KJM, 
et al.), a first-winter at Haliburton Gut 
Pict. Co., Nov. 22 (KJM, CGB), and a~ 
unaged bird in Yarmouth Nov. 22 
(MUN). The only noteworthy BLACK
LEGGED KITTIW AKE report was of 
"thousands" passing by Brier I. Nov. 22 
(MLH, ALK). 

The only CASPIAN TERNS were at 
APBS Aug. 8 (LAL), and near Wallace 
Aug. 20 (IAM, et al.). A flock of large 
terns was seen flying over Seal I. Sept. 11 
by Andrew Penney, who noted their un
derwings as being white and their bills all 
red, suggestive of ROY AL TERNS. Tan
talizing, but inconclusive. There were 
still 30 COMMON TERNS near Big I. 
Nov. 3 (KJM). Lingering individuals 
were noted along the Northumberland 
shore Oct. 24 by KJM, CGB, and Sue 
Harvey, with two at Big I., one at Lak
evale, Ant. Co., and three at Jimtown, 
Ant. Co. A few wandering BLACK 
TERNS are a commonplace feature of 
early autumn, and this year was typical, 
with single immatures Aug. 30 Sable I. 
(ZOL), Aug. 30 Big L (KJM), Sept. 7 
CSL (MUN), Sept. 12 Conrads Beach 
(FLL), and Sept. 19 Sable I. (ZOL). 

The first DOVEKIES seen were 12 off 
Cape Perce, CB Co. Oct. 18 (RIK), while 
MLH and ALK saw dozens pass by Brier 
I. Nov. 22. An unseasonable THICK
BILLED MURRE, exhibiting no obvious 
oiling or injury, was at Sable I. Aug. 9 
(ZOL). MLH and ALK counted hundreds 
flying by Brier I. Nov. 11, and TIA had a 
single off Chebucto Head Nov. 23. RA
ZORBILL in the Bay of Fundy are still 
less common than Atlantic Puffins, but 
are almost as reliable; four were seen on 
a whale-watching trip Aug. 3 (BLM, et 
al.). ATLANTIC PUFFINS are now a 
predictable feature of whale-watching 
trips off Brier I., even in the height of 
summer, when BLM et al. had IO Aug. 4. 
Numbers increase later in the autumn, 
and CAH and MUN counted more than 
100 Sept. 5. Elsewhere, four were seen 
off Gannet Rock Aug. 23 (RSD, TCD), 
and three off Seal L Sept. 5 (BLM). 
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Doves Through Woodpeckers 
BY IAN McLAREN 

There was only one report on ROCK 
DOVES. More exotic was a RED
BILLED PIGEON, a Mexican species 
that barely reaches Texas, on CSI in 
early November. Fortunately, it was 
captured by MUN, who removed its 
band, permitting CLS to sleuth its ori
gin. It was captured in Mexico, owned 
for a time in Ontario, and then sold to a 
CSI fancier, from whom it was stolen, 
with other exotics, about a year ago! 
Where had it been? Even unhanded, 
such almost non-migratory southerners 
are always suspect. A few migrant 
MOURNING DOVES reached Sable I. 
from Sept. 24, and up to ten were on 
Seal I. in early October. Otherwise, 
they were mostly casually noted. How
ever, 10-15 were considered good num
bers in Pt. Edward (JAC), and JKD 
found 42 in E. Pubnico Sept. 25, and 
his "own" flock in Lower W. Pubnico 
reached 34 in early October. 

A fair showing of BLACK-BILLED 
CUCKOOS began with one at Schoo
ner Pond, CB. Co., Sept. 26-27 (CAM, 
JUM). Only one occurred in the Great 
Fallout Oct. 11 on CSI (MUN et al.), 
when another was at Black Rock, Kings 
Co. (ELM, 1AM). The latest were 
found Oct. 21, again near Schooner 
Pond (RIK), and at Sullivans Pond, 
Dartmouth (FLL). Although there have 
been some quite impressive flights of 
YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO during 
my 30-odd years here, this fall takes the 
prize. The earliest arrived, not unusu
ally, on Sable I. Aug. 3 (ZOL). The 
flood began Sept. 12-13, with individu
als on Cape Sable, Sable I., Seal I., and 
at Hartlen Pt. From the 27th to 30th. 
there were 12 widely scattered birds, 
including six in the Donkin, CB Co., 
area. I reckon some 50 birds were spot
ted throughout the province during Oc
tober, from Cape Breton to Brier I., and 
including 14 associated in part with the 
Great Fallout in Shel. Co. Oct. 11-18 
(per BLM). The latest was at Broad 
Cove Nov. 4 (SJF). 

Nine reports of some 14 GREAT 

HORNED OWLS came mostly from 
RFL, who mentioned that two juv. were 
still "screeching quite a bit" in Ant. Co. 
Sept. 6. Has no one seen any SNOWY 
OWLS to date? There were eight reports 
of 14 BARRED OWLS, again most from 
RFL, although FLL had four calling near 
Mill Cove, St. Margarets Bay, Sept. 17. 
FLL also heard a LONG-EARED OWL 
there that night and another was roosting 
in a woodlot near Canning Nov. 22 (fide 
JWW). Presumably because they fly by 
day, SHORT-EARED OWLS get better 

This autumn saw probably the largest re
verse migration of YEILOW-BIUED 
CUCKOOS ever recorded in the province. 
This one was photographed on Seal L in 
early October. 

coverage, but surely numbers were up 
this fall. There were individuals at Starrs 
Pt., Kings Co .• Sept. 16 (EDL), and Seal 
I. Oct. 7, three on Brier I. Oct. 11 (NSBS 
field trip), and six scattered birds during 
November. RFL tallied up to 13-14 call
ing N. SAW-WHET OWLS during his 
Ant. Co. forays. Otherwise, there were 
three reports. One struck by a car at Head 
of St. Margarets Bay fortunately recov
ered (fide PEH). 

The COM. NIGHTHAWK migration was 
a little better than last year's. It began 
with 12 near Kemptville, Yar. Co., Aug. 
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8 (JKD). Around Sydney, JAC found 8, 
3, and 23, on Aug. 12, 23 & 26 respec
tively. The best shows were in Kings Co., 
30-40 near Tremont Aug. 17 (SLH) and 
50+ near Middleton Aug. 21 (RBS). The 
latest reported were two on Seal I. Aug. 
30 (ELM). Fifty CHIMNEY SWIFTS 
were still using the Robie Tufts Centre 
chimney Aug. 1 (JWW). Late migrants 
were one on Seal I. Sept. 28 (BLM et al.) 
and, in Ant. Co. Oct. 3, one "struggling 
in stiff wind" at South Side Hbr. and five 
St. Josephs L. (RFL, MZG). 

One August nest of RUBY-THROATED 
HUMMINGBIRD with one young was 
found in Wolfville (D. Thorpe). A Sept. 7 
movement was suggested by seven on 
Seal I. (BLM et al.) and one heading out 
to sea from N. Pt., Brier I. (RBS). One 
hummingbird lingered in Liverpool until 
Oct. 21 and another that appeared early 
November at the Whitty's feeder at 
Groves Pt., CB Co., was critically identi
fied as a Ruby-throated fem. (CAM, 
RIK). Another hummer was picked up 
torpid at the end of October by Lorraine 
Beswick, Annapolis Royal, and brought 
to veterinary services at Dalhousie for 
licensed rehabilitation. After studying the 
lively bird in bad lighting (but no ex
cuse), I pronounced it a female Black
chinned, a tricky discrimination from 
Ruby-throated. It seemed to have a long
ish, slightly curved bill, a grayish crown, 
and pumped its tail quite vigorously at 
times. I even convinced myself on critical 
feather wing-feather shapes. This publi
cized diagnosis caused some excitement. 
When photos were developed, I saw my 
error. Its bill (against a measurable 
perch) was within Ruby-throated size 
limits and its outer primary too narrow 
for Black-chinned. A little later, despite 
TLC the bird died of unknown causes, 
and was confirmed as Ruby-throated. I 
will probably write something showing 
how such identifications should be done. 
Meanwhile, our Nov. 1989 stray (NS 
Birds, 1989, V. 31(2), central photos) 
holds up under rescrutiny. A readily iden
tified male RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD 
turned up Aug. 3 at the feeder of Arthur 
and Bernice Ellis at Victoria Beach, 
Anna. Co., and was seen by many birders 
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( see photo) until the Ellises left their 
residence Aug. 9. Another apparent 
male Rufous briefly visited a feeder 
near Centreville, CSI, 27 Sept. Al
though it was not seen subsequently, 
the description (to MUN) of this near
unmistakable bird was convincing. 

A few reports of scattered BEL TED 
KINGFISHERS reveal no patterns. 
Some were certainly around through 
November. 
It was perhaps our best fall ever for 
stray RED-HEADED WOODPECK
ERS, some 13 in all (var. obs. except as 
noted). The first, an ad. on Brier I. 
Sept. 18-20 was followed by two imms. 
Sept. 29 and one, possibly two, ad. on 
Seal I. Sept. 30-Oct. 7. Others were an 
imm. on CSI Oct. 5-11, an ad. on Brier 
I. Oct. 10, imm. birds in Lower W. 
Pubnico Oct. 19 (JKD), in Timberlea, 
HRM, to Nov. 6 (DAC), in Yarmouth 
(M. Krawchuk) and Advocate (KFS) 
Nov. 8, and in Hantsport Nov. 14-25, 
and an ad. at Apple R., 22 Nov. (KFS). 
In recent years, RED-BELLIED 
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Flycatchers Through Vireos 
BY ERIC MILLS 

Unlike many of their close relatives, 
OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHERS 
slipped away unrecorded after mid 
summer: only two records, one at 
Lower West Pubnico, Yar. Co., Aug. 
14 (JKD), and one still singing in 
Brookville, Pict. Co. the following day 
(KJM). Up to three EASTERN WOOD 
PEWEES were still singing in the Kent
ville area Aug. 22 (AAM), but migrants 
predominated, beginning with one on 
Sable L Aug 14 (ZOL). The first ar
rived on Seal I. Sept. 2 (ELM), peaking 
there at 20 on Sept. 5 (BLM, ELM et 
al.). Low numbers were reported there
after from Halifax westward, the last 
being seen on Seal I. Oct. 3 (BLM et 
al.). 

An early migrant YELLOW-BELLIED 
FLYCATCHER appeared on Brier I. 
Aug. 3 (ELM), while on Seal I., Yar. 
Co., the first early autumn arrival was 
Sept. I (ELM), peaking at three Sept. 6 
(BLM, ELM et al.). ZOL found four on 

Sable I. Aug. 30 and three the follow
ing day. Banders on Brier I., Digby 
Co., had a maximum of three Sept. 3 
(LAL et al.). There were no further re-· 
ports until Oct. 16, when one or two, 
perhaps part of the Great Oct. 11 Fall
out, were seen on CSI, Shel. Co. (var. 
obs.) and one was on BPI, Shel. Co., 
around the same time (fide BLM). 
Among the rarest of the rare here, an 
ACADIAN FLYCATCHER was re
ported without details from the remark
able "forest" on Cape Sable, Shel. Co., 
Sept. 13 (MUN et al.). A week later, 
Sept. 20, a well documented individual 

was at the end of the Camp Rd., Brier 
I. (MLH, ALK, 1AM). Surprisingly, 
ALDER FLYCATCHERS were 
sparsely reported, beginning with an 
early migrant in a warbler flock at Har
tlen Pt., Hfx. Co., Aug 14 (ELM, IAM). 
On Seal I. between Aug. 23 and Sept. 
6, despite earnest searching, the first 
appeared Sept. 5, far outnumbered by 
migrant Least Flycatchers (ELM), 
while on Brier I. banders found a peak 
of 10 Sept. 2 (LAL et al.). IAM re-
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WOODPECKERS have outnumbered 
Red-headeds, but so far our only report 
is of an individual in Birch Cove Park, 
Dartmouth, from 13 Nov. (CLS et al.). 
Following only two reports of summer
ing YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCK
ERS, a notable migration began Sept. 
28 with three on both BPI (1AM et al.) 
and Big I., Pict. Co. (KJM et al.). 
These were followed by six reports of 
14 birds Oct. 1-14. A few reports of 
both DOWNY and HAIRY WOOD
PECKERS supported no trends and 
offered no anecdotes. Two BLACK
BACKED WOODPECKERS were at 
Cole Hbr., Guys. Co., Aug. 30 (RFL, 
MZG) and one at the Donkin Mine Oct. 
2 (ALM, CAM). Many N. FLICKERS 
were evident late September and early 
October: e.g., 75-100 on Seal I., 100 on 
Brier I. Several observers noted more 
than usual through November. Seven 
reports of nine PILEATED WOOD
PECKERS included one of a bird with 
an all-white head near Bedford, HRM, 
Nov. 16 (MAG). 

ported a small movement of three Al
ders with Leasts on Brier I. Sept. 18, 
and the last report was of one on BPI, 
Shel. Co, Sept. 29 (IAM et al.). A 
WILLOW FLYCATCHER, accom
panied by Leasts, was reported, with 
brief supporting notes, from Palmeter 
Woods, Kentville, Aug. 22 (AAM). 
LEAST FLYCATCHERS were still 
abundant in the woods of Kejimkujik 
NP Aug. 7 (BLM), but on the move by 
and after the middle of August. At Har
tlen Pt., one was with a warbler flock 
Aug. 14 (ELM, IAM) (the same day 
that one arrived on Sable I. - ZOL), and 
six were there Aug. 21 (FLL). On Seal 
I. between Aug. 23 and Sept. 6, on days 
that were fit for bird arrivals, numbers 
ranged from one to five daily, peaking 
at 10 on Sept. 5 (ELM, BLM et al.), 
three days later than on Brier I. (LAL et 
al.). The last reports came from Hartlen 
Pt., Hfx. Co. in mid September: up to 
five on the 12th (FLL, BLM) and two 
on the 16th (FLL). 

The departure of our resident E. PHOE-
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BES was not reported, but a likely first 
migrant was in Palmeter Woods, Kent
ville , Aug. 21 (AAM). Seal I. records 
included three Oct. 4, two Oct. 6 (BLM 
et al.), and one Oct. 14 & 16 (SJF, 
JUG). A late migrant was at Little Hbr., 
Shel. Co., Oct. 28 (DHY). To the pleas
ure of many, a fine SA Y'S PHOEBE 
appeared Dec. 3 at Woodside, Kings 
Co. (MLH), staying for several days in 
the same place as a well-watched West
ern Kingbird, but it was not the 
autumn's first, for one was on Sable I. 
Sept. 19 (ZOL). 

A late-submitted record indicates that a 
GREAT CRESTED FLYCATCHER 
stayed one day on the Wolfville Ridge, 
Kings Co., June 25. Autumn records 
were sparse: one on Brier I., Sept. 10 
(AAM), and one in Milford, Anna. Co., 
Sept. 20 (JUM). Unlike our native 
Great Crested Flycatchers, the vagrant 
W. KINGBIRDS put on a good show 
for many observers, beginning with one 
well described from Boy Scout Beach, 
Ant. Co.. 13 Sept. (RFL, MZG), and, 
on the same day, one on CSI (CAM, 
ALM). More than a month later, there 
was again one on CSI, Oct. 14 (MUN, 
JON) and one at Broad Cove, Lun. Co., 
Oct. 18 (SJF). A much watched and 
usually obliging bird at Woodside, near 
Canning, Kings Co. was first seen 
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about Nov. 14 and stayed for two 
weeks or more (BLF et al.). An early 
migrant immature E. KINGBIRD ar
rived at Fort Pt., Lahave, Lun. Co., 
Aug. 9 (ELM), while on Sable I. the 
first was Aug. 19 (ZOL). On Seal I., 
three arrived on Aug. 28, one at least of 
which lingered for a week (ELM). Peak 
numbers at Sable I. were 11 Aug. 31 
(ZOL). The remaining records indicate 
modest arrivals throughout SW and W 
Nova Scotia during the last week of 
August and the first 10 days of Septem
ber. 

Imm. N. SHRIKES appeared early on 
Sable I. Oct.8 and 10 (ZOL). The first 
on the mainland was at Three Fathom 
Hbr., Hfx. Co., Oct.11 (1AM). The 
later records include one taking up resi
dence in Apple River, Cum. Co., Oct. 
22 (KFS), one at Schooner Pond, CB 
Co., Oct. 24 (NSBS field trip), one at 
Tupperville, Anna. Co., Nov. 6 (PEH, 
Al Mutch), one at St. Peters, Rich. Co., 
Nov. 11 (DBM, JWM, RIK), and one 

at Sand L., CB Co., Nov. 15 (CAM, 
ALM). 

Vireo aficionados had the autumn of 
their birding lives in Nova Scotia 
thanks mainly to the Great Fallout in 
extreme SW Nova Scotia on the 

The most abundant species during the Oct. 11 Great Fa/lout in Shelburne Co. was the 
RED-EYED VIREO. 
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Thanksgiving weekend. Of course it is 
probably wrong to attribute everything 
to one remarkable storm, but its effects 
were truly outstanding. Who before, in 
the course of a fall birding day, could 
have seen three Yellow-throated Vir
eos, six White-eyed Vireos, large num
bers of Red-eyed Vireos, and a couple 
of Warbling Vireos, not to mention the 
stunning display of southern warblers 
that accompanied them? We will wait a 
long time for another event of this kind. 
WHITE-EYED VIREOS were truly 
the vireos of the Great Fallout. In the 
period Oct. 11-18, there were at least 
95 distributed between BPI, Seal I., 
CSL and Blanche, Shel. Co., but con
centrated at CSI and Blanche (var. obs., 
summary by BLM), and one at Little 
Hbr., Shel. Co. (DHY). Was the one 
seen at Duncans Cove, Hfx. Co. by 
DAC and AZV Oct. 25 a straggler from 
the Fallout? Normally even rarer, YEL
LOW-THROATED VIREOS were 
easy to see on this occasion. BLM's 
summary indicates a total of 32 on CSI, 
BPI, Baccaro, and Blanche (all Shel. 
Co.) from Oct. 10-18, and Oct. 30 one 
still lingered on CSI (MUN). Earlier, 
long before the Great Fallout, one was 
seen on Brier I. Sept. 20 (1AM, Bernice 
McLaren) and one was at Hartlen Pt., 
Hfx. Co. two days later (BLM et al.). 
BLUE-HEADED VIREOS were on the 
move by mid August: two with a mi
grant warbler flock at Hartlen Pt, Hfx. 
Co., Aug. 14 (ELM, 1AM); two banded 
on Brier I., Sept. 3 (LAL et al.); and 
one at Little Hbr., Shel. Co., Sept. 28 
(DHY) are representative. But they ac
companied the Great Fallout in large 
numbers, for example, 20 on CSI, and 
scattered one's and two's in adjacent 
areas Oct. 10-18 (summary by BLM). 
The last recorded during this reporting 
period was in Dartmouth Nov. 12 
(FLL). Two WARBLING VIREOS 
arrived with many other passerine mi
grants at the north end of Seal I. just 
after dawn Aug 28 (ELM); another was 
seen on the island Sept. 5 (ELM, KJM). 
In other locations, individuals were re
ported from Hartlen Pt., Hfx. Co., 11-
12 Sept. (FLL), Schooner Pond, CB 
Co., Sept. 13 (RIK, SEM), Little Hbr., 
Shel. Co., Sept. 18 (DHY) and four at 
Hartlen Pt, Hfx. Co., Oct. 19 (BAH, 
JEH). At least four were part of the 
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Great Fallout on CSI, Oct. 10-18 
(summary by BLM). Even without the 
Fallout, this was one of the best 
autumns for this species in many years. 
Among the Great Fallout standouts 
were at least six PHILADELPHIA 
VIREOS on CSI and adjacent areas 
(summary BLM). But they are of 
course regular, though sparse, migrants, 
as shown by the following, all much 
earlier: one at Hectanooga, Digby Co., 

GRAY JAY reports from several areas 
ranging from CB Co. to Cum. Co. and 
the SW of the province by several ob
servers do not suggest the kind of de
cline in numbers reported in Ontario. 
But we should be monitoring the num
bers of this species, which may be an 
indicator of climatic warming. BLUE 
JAYS were abundant at feeders until 
early December, then disappeared, 
probably partly by migration, but also 
into the food-filled woods with the 
many other wintering species that did 
not need handouts this early winter. 
Several observers reported more AM. 
CROWS than usual, perhaps as a result 
of the early spring, unusually sunny 
summer, and abundant natural food 
supply (which, no doubt, included lots 
of eggs and young birds of other spe
cies). Reports of COM. RAVENS were 
sparse and unexceptional, except for a 
"grayish-buff' bird, apparently not dis
criminated against by its companions, 
near Debert, Col. Co., Aug. 20 (JAM, 
FLL, CLS), and 60 "observed soaring 
above the lighthouse before heading 
west towards Maine" from Seal I. Oct. 7 
(BLM). 

HORNED LARKS, which arrive in 
small to moderate numbers in late Sep
tember through October were reported 
widely into November, mainly in flocks 
of 10-30, except for 200+ seen by KIM 
and CGB along Brule Pt. Rd., Pict. 
Co., Oct. 26. 
Hurricane Bonnie passed over Sable I. 
on the evening of August 29, leaving, 
on Aug. 30-31, 13+ PURPLE MAR
TINS. Another was there Sept. 9 
(ZOL). Only one other report came in: 
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Aug. 30 (MUN); one tame immature 
that posed for a photograph on Seal I. 
Sept. 6 (ELM, BLM et al.); one on 
Brier I. the same day (DWP, JAP); one 
at Schooner Pond, CB Co., Sept. 10-
11 (CAM, ALM); and two on Brier I. 
Sept. 11 (AAM). A Migrant RED
EYED VIREO appeared first on Sable 
I. Aug. 30 (ZOL), then there were five 
on Seal I. Sept. l, peaking at 20 Sept. 
5 (ELM. BLM et al.). On Brier I. a 

t1r 
a female at Charlesville, Y ar. Co., Aug. 
22 (JKD). TREE SWALLOW reports 
were few, but reveal a steady southward 
passage into the first week of October, 
and the very late occurrence of one on 
CSI Nov. 9 (NSBS field trip). About on 
schedule, two N. ROUGH-WINGED 
SW ALLOWS passed by Seal I. Sept. 5 
(ELM, BLM et al.), and AAM found 
another on Brier I. Sept. 9. By Aug. 20 
there were 500+ BANK SW ALLOWS 
feeding over fields near the New Mi
nas, Kings Co., sewage plant (RBS), a 
group that diminished to 75-100 by 
Sept. 10 (BBT, JET). One was on Sable· 
I. Aug. 23, followed by nine Aug 31. 
There were no other reports. Despite 
harassment, probably illegally, at Hali
fax International Airport, CLIFF 
SW ALLOWS nested apparently suc
cessfully and had departed there by the 
end of July (DHH). Our only other re
ports come much later: one at Advocate 
Hbr., Cum. Co., Oct. 7 (]RM); 15, said 
to be "pale-rumped Great Plains' birds," 
on Brier I. Oct. 11 (FLL et al.), and two 
very late birds at Port Morien, CB Co., 
Nov. 6 (CAM, ALM). Even though the 
birds were not sparse, reports of BARN 
SW ALLOWS were few and scattered, 
indicating a steady migration beginning 
late in August, extending into October: 
one at Port Lome, Cum. Co., Oct. 14 
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peak of 13 occurred Sept. 3 (LAL et 
al.). AAM reported 8-10 on Brier I. 
Sept. 10. A late individual was at Sulli
vans Pond, Dartmouth, Oct. 22 (FLL), 
but the Great Fallout was truly that for 
this species: an estimate of 925 on Seal 
I., CSI, at Blanche, and the other Shel. 
Co. locations 10-18 October (var. obs., 
summary by BLM). 

(SLH), and one at Port Morien, CB 
Co., Oct. 26 (CAM, ALM). Sable I. 
records began with two Aug. 14, then 
45+ Aug. 31, 100+ Sept. 1. and 14 
Sept. 7 (ZOL). An exceptionally late 
bird was at Port Morien Nov. 6 (CAM, 
ALM). 

BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE num
bers were said to be down during the 
autumn in the Sydneys area (fide JAC), 
a situation which may be widespread, 
mainly, I think, because most birds 
were feeding on natural food rather 
than at feeders. The few records make it 
hard to generalize, but it appears that 
although resident RED-BREASTED 
NUTHATCHES were abundant most 
places (except in CB - DBM), no major 
invasions occurred in late summer -
early autumn. WHITE-BREASTED 
NUTHATCHES were recorded in only 
three places: one near Wolfville, Aug. 
2-3 (BLM); one in Kejimkujik NP 
August 7; and three in south end Hali
fax Aug.1-Dec.1 (FLL). 

Overdue as a Nova Scotian record, but 
nonetheless an outstanding bird, was 
the province's first BEWICK'S 
WREN found and documented 
(although not photographed) on Seal I. 
Sept. 28 by BLM. Apparently a bird of 
the eastern population, it disappeared 
into brush at the north end and could 
not be found again. Less exotic but still 
noteworthy, HOUSE WRENS were 
seen several times: one or two several 
days between Sept. 27 and Oct. 4 dur
ing the same trip (BLM et al.), and on 
Sable I. Oct. 20 (one; ZOL). Significant 
numbers of WINTER WRENS on Seal 
I., such as 15 Oct. 4, 17 Oct 5., 45 Oct. 
6, and 40 Oct. 7 suggest a major arri-
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val. The latest among few reported 
elsewhere was behind Armbrae Acad
emy, Halifax Nov. 22 (TIA). Only two 
SEDGE WRENS were reported, the 
first a bird singing at Pond Cove, Brier 
I., Sept. 9 (AAM), and the other at Seal 
I. Oct. 4 (BLM). As expected, most of 
our MARSH WREN records come 
from Seal I.: one to three Sept. 28-Oct. 
6 (BLM et al.). One was at Bissett L., 
Dartmouth, Nov. l (CLS), and one, 
later two, at Hartlen Pt, Hfx. Co., Nov. 
22-28 (TIA, FLL). 

Migrant RUBY-CROWNED KING
LETS arrived first on Seal I., Sept. 2 
(four among a variety of newly-arrived 
warblers, including a Cerulean; ELM) 
and at Hartlen Pt. Sept. 12 (BLM), con
siderably later than the peak of five ob
served by handers on Brier I. Aug. 28 
(LAL et al.). There was a peak of 25 on 
Seal I. Oct. 4 (BLM), and, during the 
Great Fallout of Oct. 10-18, at least 40 
on CSI, but many fewer in nearby Shel. 
Co. locations (var. obs., summary 
BLM). Other significant numbers were 
tallied on Brier I.: 50 Oct. 10-12 (FLL 
et al.) and 50+ Oct. 23 (SJF, BAH, 
DHY). At least three lingered in Dart
mouth to Dec. 1 (FLL, BLM). Un
doubtedly, the province's most accessi
ble and longest-staying BLUE-GRAY 
GNATCATCHERS were two at Sulli
vans Pond, Dartmouth, from Nov. 2 
through at least Dec. I (FLL and var. 
obs.). But this little gray sprite was 
widely reported in other locations, from 
BPI to Schooner Pond CB Co. through
out September and October (var. obs.). 
Late fall records are to be expected, 
but, apart from the Sullivans Pond re
port, have not come in yet. 

N. WHEATEAR records were just 
when they might be expected: one at 
Rainbow Haven, Dartmouth, Oct. 10 

Warblers 
~ 

The Great Fallout of passerines in Shel. 
Co. (Blanche and Baccaro Penninsula, 
CSI, Seal I.) and BPI Oct. 11 delivered 
most of the notable records of warblers 
this season, not only of rarities but also 
of high counts of more common spe-
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said (JAM) to be "an imm. Of E. Race 
(rich colour below)"; and an immature 
found by STV at Waterside PP, Pict. 
Co., Oct. 16 that stayed through the 
following day (CGB, KGM, RFL). An 
E. BLUEBIRD family near Welsford, 
Kings Co., remained together there as 
late as Sept. 12 (RBS), but our other 
records are of migrants, including 30 (!) 
at St. Alphonse-de-Clare, Digby Co., 
Oct. 16 (Karel Allard), 10 at Advocate 
Hbr. Oct. 16 (MSM, JRM), a male on 
Brier I. Oct. 24 (RBS) and also one re
ported there in early November (David 
Pugh, fide 1AM). Records of GRAY
CHEEKED THRUSHES were few and 
widely spread: one on Sable I. Sept. 11 
(ZOL); two heard on Brier I. October 9 
(FLL); one at Sand L., CB Co., Oct. 17 
(CAM, ALM); and one in Fairview 
Cemetery, Halifax, Oct. 25 (TIA). The 
locally more abundant SW AINSON'S 
THRUSH was not much more fre
quently seen or heard - only eight re
ports between Aug. 7 and mid October, 
the most significant being three on Seal 
I. Sept. 5 (ELM, BLM et al.), 50 heard 
overhead from 8-9 in the evening on 
Brier I., Oct. 9 (FLL), one on Sable I. 
the same day (ZOL), and one at Sand 
L., CB Co., Oct. 17 (CAM, ALM). 
DOE reported 50-60 HERMIT 
THRUSHES at Lower Ohio, Shel. Co., 
Sept. 20-Oct. 7, reporting that "they 
were on the ground everywhere - along 
with Robins. Kind of exciting to look 
out the window and see l O at a time." 
Several other records occurred during 
the same period, and on into late Octo
ber especially in the Halifax, Lun. Co., 
Cum. Co., and Digby Co. areas (FLL, 
MSM); BLM commented on an arrival 
in the Halifax area Oct. 22-25. Scarce 
at any time, a very late WOOD 
THRUSH was reported from the Camp 
Rd., Brier I., Digby Co., Nov. 22 
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(MLH, ALK). Many observers com
mented on the abundance of AM. ROB
INS after the beginning of October. 
Typically this species flocks in large 
numbers on coastal barrens and in 
woods with abundant American Moun
tain Ash and Canada Holly along the 
South Shore and in western NS, but this 
year does seem to have been above av
erage: 200 at Hartlen Pt., Hfx. Co., Oct. 
3 (FLL); 100+ at Apple River, Cum. 
Co., Oct. 10 (KFS); "hundreds" moving 
to the NE along the Eastern Shore, Hfx. 
Co., in stormy weather Oct. 11 (1AM); 
500 at Hartlen Pt., Oct. 14 (FLL); and 
very large numbers arriving on Pubnico 
Pt., Yar. Co., Oct. 28 (RSD), estimated 
at more than 1500 during the NSBS 
field trip there Nov. 7 (FLL, ELM et 
al.). Finally, among the thrushes and 
their allies, a VARIED THRUSH, ap
parently unverified, was reported from 
Williamswood, Hfx. Co., Nov. 28 (fide 
BLM). 

One to two GRAY CATBIRDS were 
present most days on Seal I Aug. 23-
Sept. 6 (ELM, AHM) and four were 
there Oct. 4 (BLM). Elsewhere one's 
and two's were reported, mainly in SW 
NS between Sept. 21 and Oct. 16. An 
immature N. MOCKINGBIRD was on 
Seal I. Sept. 6-13 (ABM, JCT, Scott 
Milsom). Others, not necessarily all 
long term residents, were reported from 
Sable I. Sept. 18-19 and Oct. 9-21 
(ZOL), Brier I. Sept. 30 and Oct. 2 
(1AM et al.), Grand Pre, Kings Co., 
Nov. 18 (JWW), and Spryfield, Hali
fax, Nov. 29 (DAC, AZV). Seal I. bird
ers reported BROWN THRASHERS, 
single birds ( or was it one several 
times?) Sept. 30, Oct. 2, 5 & 7 (BLM et 
al.). Apart from one at Schooner Pond, 
CB Co., Oct. 10 (JUM, GEM) and one 
on Sable I. Oct. 18 (ZOL) there were 
no other reports. 

cies. An article in preparation uses 
weather maps and data from southern 
tower kills to suggest that these birds 
left the south Atlantic states and be
came caught in strong SW flow off
shore, ending up in a deepening low 
that brought them on strong easterlies 
to SW Nova Scotia. (BLM, 1AM). Tile 
sightings from the Great Fallout have 
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been sorted through to avoid double
counting (BLM), and in the summaries 
that follow, the sightings can be as
sumed to be attributed to "var. obs." 
Even without this fallout, it would have 
been a great season for warblers, with 
excellent waves at several of the usual 
hot spots and a remarkable range of 
species lingering past deadline into 
early winter. Reports of migrants began 
in the third week of Aug., though most 
observers had to wait until the first 
week of Sept. for the first major move
ments (1AM et al.). 

An impressive total of 15 BLUE
WINGED WARBLERS were reported, 
initially from BPI Sept. 5 (JCZ fide 
JOW), Brier I. Sept. 7 (RBS), Hartlen 
Pt. Sept. 11 (FLL), and Brier I. Sept. 20 
(JUM). Late reports included ten at the 
Great Fallout in Shel. Co. and one bird 
in Halifax Nov. 18-23 (CLS fide FLL). 
Five GOLDEN-WINGED WAR
BLERS occurred in Shel. Co., one at 
the Blanche Peninsula Sept. 8 (MUN) 
and four in the Great Fallout (var. obs.). 
The latter included an apparent hybrid 
imm. male, described as: "Like first fall 
male but with extensive yellow wash on 
breast, sides, upper back, crown, and 
nape (FLL)." 

Most of the handful of TENNESSEE 
WARBLERS reported were seen in 
Sept. and early Oct., except for five 
seen during the Great Fallout and an 
immature in south end Halifax Nov. 26 
(FLL). ORANGE-CROWNED WAR
BLERS appeared in impressive num
bers, the highest totals being five on 
Brier I. Oct. 10-12 (FLL et al.), six in 
the Great Fallout, and 15 in HRM dur
ing Nov. (FLL). The eight other sight
ings were scattered between Sept. 17 
and deadline. 

NASHVILLE WARBLER sightings 
were commonplace to the middle of 
October, with a high count of 30 at 
Hartlen Pt. Sept. 11 (FLL et al.) and, of 
course, the total of 21 during the Great 
Fallout. Late birds included three in 
Halifax-Dartmouth in Nov. and the first 
week of Dec. (FLL, BLM). NORTH
ERN P ARULAS, after the high count 
of 190 during the Great Fallout, lin
get;ed in at least three locations in Hali-
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fax-Dartmouth in Nov. (CSS, CLS, 
FLL), including at least one still present 
on Dec. 6 (FLL, BLM). Hartlen Pt. 
yielded IO YELLOW WARBLERS as 
early as Aug. 14 (ELM, 1AM) and 30 in 
a wave Aug. 22 (FLL et al.). 

Late CHESTNUT-SIDED WAR
BLERS were seen on Seal I. Oct. 6 
(BLM), on BPI Oct. 11 (Rina Nichols), 
and during the Great Fallout, when 18 
appeared. The report of 35 MAGNO
LIA WARBLERS at Hartlen Pt. Aug. 
22 (FLL) gives just a taste of the satis
fying wave seen on that day. A total of 
12 seen there on Aug. 14 (ELM, 1AM) 
was a close second, but both were 
child's play to the Great Fallout's total 

of 70. Late Magnolias were at Sable I. 
Oct. 8 (ZOL), Brier I. Oct. 10 (FLL et 
al.), and Seal I. Oct. 14 (SJF, JUG), 
although all of these birds were out
lasted by one Nov. 10 in Halifax (TIA). 
A CAPE MAY WARBLER on Brier I. 
Sept. 4 was one of the few 1AM had 
seen this fall, and indeed, only two 
other reports came in, including three at 
Hartlen Pt. on Aug. 21 (FLL) and four 
in the Great Fallout. For the most part, 
BLACK-THROATED BLUE WAR
BLERS produced the usual scattered 
reports of single birds, although one to 
three were seen each day on Seal I. 
from Sept. 29 - Oct. 7 (BLM). Thus the 
fallout total of 24 is impressive indeed. 
Late birds included one on Nov. 9 at 
CSI (NSBS field trip), and individuals 
in Dartmouth on Nov. 9 and 13 (CLS 
fide FLL). 

Large numbers of YELLOW
RUMPED WARBLERS are always 
expected, but, as one observer com
mented, "large waves of Yellow
rumped Warblers, with their spirited 
chips, never fail to impress me (RSD)." 
The high counts were of 120-250 on 
Seal I. Oct. 4-7 (BLM), 280 during the 
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Great Fallout, and 6000 on Brier I. Oct. 
10-12 (FLL et al.). An apparent adult 
male YELLOW-RUMPED X PALM 
WARBLER hybrid at Abbotts Hbr., 
Yar. Co. Nov. 7 was described as fol
lows: "size like Yellow-rumps, under
parts completely yellow with wide 
black streaks converging on upper 
breast forming a more or less solid 
band, throat yellow, face yellow with a 
black cheek patch and two bright yel
low eyelids and yellow eyestripe, up
perparts dark olive gray with faint wing 
bars, tail spots white identical in shape 
to the other Yellow-rumps it was with, 
upper back with broken black streaks, 
rump yellowish green (FLL, CGB, et 
al.)." Interspecific hybrids, generally 
rare in most birds, are more common in 
warblers, and well worth such detailed 
examination. Indeed, this particular 
combination has been confirmed (at 
least to scientists' satisfaction) only 
once, from a specimen collected in Illi
nois. 

After the.usual movement of BLACK
THROATED GREEN WARBLERS, 
that peaked at 21 birds at Hartlen Pt. 
Sept. 12 (BLM), 64 were seen in the 
Great Fallout (var. obs.), and individu
als lingered late in Dartmouth (Nov. 3, 
FLL) and Abbotts Hbr., Yar. Co. (Nov. 
7, NSBS Field Trip). BLACK
BURNIAN WARBLERS, are easily 
overlooked, and this year was no ex
ception. Only four reports were re
ceived: two birds at Seal I. Sept. 5 
(BLM), four at Hartlen Pt. Sept. 12 
(FLL, Earl Bradley, BLM), one at Seal 
I. Oct. 3 (BLM), and four at the Great 
Fallout. 

Hurricane Bonnie delivered a white
lored YELLOW-THROATED WAR
BLER to Sable I. Aug. 29 (ZOL), and 
another appeared on Sable Sept. 15-16 
(ZOL). Two more individuals, at Seal I. 
Sept. 22 (Andrew Penney) and BPI 
Oct. 11 (Rina Nichols), preceded the 
peak of 13 at the Shel. Co. fallout, 
which included both white and yellow 
lored birds (FLL). Four PINE WAR
BLERS were reported from various 
locations in Oct. (BLM, JAC, 1AM) 
before an impressive total of 13 were 
found in HRM in Nov. (IAM, FLL, 
DAC), and one appeared in Canning, 
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Kings Co. Nov. 24 (MLH, PHT). The 
many PRAIRIE WARBLER reports 
began at Hartlen Pt Aug. 14 (ELM) and 
continued through to Nov. 7 in Abbots 
Hbr., Yar. Co. (CGB, FLL). One ob
server remarked, "This has been my 
best year for Prairie Warblers (RSD)", 
and he could have spoken for the whole 
province, since even without counting 
the Great Fallout total of eight, 21 were 
seen from Seal I. to Schooner Pond, CB 
Co. to Sable I. (var. obs.). The latest 
were at Duncans Cove, Hfx. Co. Nov. 1 
(AZV) and Abbotts Hbr., Y ar. Co. 
Nov. 7 (CGB, FLL). 

Until early Oct., most PALM WAR
BLERS sighted were of the eastern race 
(1AM). On Seal I., for example, only 
two of 4 7 birds seen Sept. 29 were 
westerns, but on Oct. 4, all of 11 indi
viduals seen there were westerns (var. 
obs.). Good movements of 20-50 birds 
occurred in from late Aug. and to late 
Oct., as expected, but the high count, 
hands down, was 1000 seen Oct. 10-12 
on Brier I. (FLL et al.). The last sight
ings (so far, at least) were Nov. 14 at 
Brier I. and HRM (1AM, FLL, Richard 
Hatch). As usual, BAY-BREASTED 
WARBLER totals trickled by ones and 
threes starting in late Aug., the strag
glers being on Seal I. Oct. 3 (BLM) and 
another during the Great Fallout. 
BLACKPOLL WARBLERS, by con
trast, elicited many reports starting 
Aug. 23 and swelling from two to 29 
birds daily until the end of Sept. Yet the 
high count of 100 was as late as Oct. 
10-12 on Brier I. (FLL et al.), and one 
bird was still present at Sullivans Pond 
Oct. 21 (FLL et al.) 

CERULEAN WARBLERS are not 
sighted every fall by any means, so a 
fem. on Seal I. Sept. 2 was quite the 
find. The thorough description closes 
sardonically: "totally nondescript, and 
almost identifiable on that score alone, 
once one knows the species (ELM)!" 
Migration of BLACK-AND-WHITE 
WARBLERS proceeded steadily from 
late August to the first week of Septem
ber, the best wave being 35 at Hartlen 
Pt. Aug. 21 (FLL). Three to five indi
viduals were in Dartmouth in late Nov. 
and early Dec. (var. obs.); at least two 
were still extant at deadline (FLL, 

NOVA SCOTIA BIRDS 

CSS). The Great Fallout total of 400 
AM. REDST ARTS must be some sort 
of record, especially for so late a date. 
Any other year, daily rates of at least 25 
on Seal I. Oct. 13-15 (SJF, JUG) or 35 
at Hartlen Pt. Aug. 22 (FLL et al.) 
would have been the high counts. Five 
late lingerers were reported in mid-to 
late Nov. from HRM (TIA, CLS fide 
FLL, AGH); at least one lasted to Dec. 
6 (FLL, BLM). 

Two PROTHONOTARY WARBLERS 
fell out with all the other warblers in 
Shel. Co., and separate individuals ap
peared on Sable I. Sept. 2 and Sept. 10 
(ZOL) and at Schooner Pond, CB Co. 
Sept. 27 (DBM, RIK). It is a sign of the 
singularity of the Great Fallout, that its 
total of six WORM-EATING WAR
BLERS was perhaps less surprising 
than its lack of Swainson's Warblers, 
which should have been swept up with 
the same weather pattern. Perhaps this 
secretive species was there, but just 
wasn't seen (1AM). OVENBIRDS, as 
usual, were seen by the one's and two's 
throughout the reporting period, but a 
sighting Nov. 22 in Halifax (FLL) is 
notably late, and 80 were seen in the 
Great Fallout. NORTHERN WATER-

THRUSHES provided single reports at 
various locations from late Aug. to mid
Sept., as expected, although one ob
server "was treated to three of these 
birds in [his] backyard in Lower West 
Pubnico" Aug. 25 (RSD), and 13 ap
peared in the Great Fallout. A LOUISI
ANA WATERTHRUSH, reported 
Sept. 2 on Brier I., is indeed unusual, 
but is authenticated by diagnostic, in
hand photos (LAL). KENTUCKY 
WARBLERS are not expected every 
fall, but seem de rigeur in a fallout from 
the south Atlantic states; four were 
seen, and one at CSI Oct. 16 was very 
well described (FLL, EDL, AAM, et 
al.). 
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A CONNECTICUT WARBLER was 
reported from the Great Fallout, with
out details. As is their wont, MOURN
ING WARBLERS seem to have passed 
unnoticed, this time with eleven reports, 
almost all in Sept. (var. obs.), the ex
ception being an imm. at Brier I. Oct. 
12 (FLL). 

COM. YELLOWTHROATS frequently 
appear in late fall and early winter; this 
year two appeared in the last week of 
Nov., at Canard Pond, Kings Co. 
(MLH, ALK) and at Antigonish Land
ing, Ant. Co. (RFL). Four waves of 20-
30 individuals appeared at good migra
tion spots from Aug. 27 to Oct. 15 
(BLM, FLL, et al.), the outliers being 
200 at Brier I. Oct. 10-12 (FLL) and 
630 in the Great Fallout. 

The Year of the HOODED WARBLER 
was kicked by a delivery of three to 
Sable I. Aug. 30, courtesy of Hurricane 
Bonnie (ZOL). Others appeared on CSI 
Sept. 4 (MUN et al.), on Brier I. Sept. 
12 (CAM, ALM) and again at Sable I. 
Sept. 28 (ZOL). However, these sight
ings were mere foreshadowings of the 
55 seen during the Great Fallout. One 
of the latter birds lasted until Nov. 7 
(MUN), and still another individual 
appeared Nov. 18-29 in Halifax (TIA). 
WILSON'S WARBLERS included a 
good movement of 10 on Seal I. Sept. 5 
(ELM, BLM), where the bulk of sight
ings were made into mid-Oct. (BLM, 
SJF, JUG). A first year male, that 
looked like one of the pileolata race, 
was seen in Halifax Nov. 26-29 (FLL) 
and probably re-sighted a few blocks 
away Dec. 5 (Sabrina Taylor fide 
AGH). CANADA WARBLER reports 
were, as usual, scarce, with only ten 
sightings at various locations between 
Aug. 12 at Hartlen Pt. (BLM) and Sept. 
31 Sable I. (ZOL), and one more during 
the Great Fallout. 

YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT reports 
began Sept. 6 at Seal I. (ELM, KJM, 
BLM, et al.). Of the 20 remaining birds 
sighted across the province. at least 
seven were seen during Sept. and Oct. 
at Seal I. (BLM, JOW, Rina Nichols). 
No doubt we have not heard the last of 
some of these individuals, as winter 
coaxes them to feeders. 
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Tanagers Through House Sparrow 
BY DAVE McCoROUODALE 

This fall will be remembered for the 
spectacular fallout of vagrants on the 
southern shore, especially the CSI area, 
starting Oct. 11. For more than a week, 
unprecedented numbers of tanagers and 
buntings were an everyday occurrence. 
This fallout was certainly the highlight 
of a fall with lots of highlights. 

This year will be remembered as the 
fall of the tanagers, both for numbers 
and variety. More SUMMER TANA
GERS are found in the spring than fall 
in Nova Scotia and more than a couple 
in the province at one time is very un
usual. This fall was exceptional with at 
least four on CSI Oct. 12 and three the 
next day (var. obs.). The first of the fall 
was an imm. on Seal I. Oct. 7 (JOW, 
Alan Covert) and the last was a fem. 
Nov. 1 in Dartmouth (FLL). We expect 
to see many more SCARLET TANA
GERS than other tanagers. However the 
number of Scarlets on the southern is
lands this fall was beyond what anyone 
should have realistically expected. 
Three birds in Sept. from Seal, Brier 
and Sable I. were consistent with the 
pattern of recent autumns. Then there 
was the Great Fallout, concentrated on 
the CSI area in mid-Oct. At least 20 on 
Bon Portage I. and 20-30 on CSI Oct. 
11-13 represent phenomenal numbers. 
These birds vacated the areas through 
the next 10 days. After the Great Fall
out all three reports come from the 
other end of the province, Cape Breton. 
One highlighted a NSBS trip at Schoo
ner Pond Oct. 25. The latest was a fem. 
at South Head, Morien, CB Co. Nov. 9 
(ALM, CAM). To complete the phe
nomenal run of tanagers were at least 
two of the rarest, WESTERN TANA
GER. In the past most have been fall 
vagrants and this year the fem. at CSI 
Oct. 12-13 and the fem. in Dartmouth 
Oct. 20-25 were consistent with this 
pattern (BLM, Pierre Duguay). 

In contrast to tanagers, E. TOWHEE 
records were about normal, with four 
sightings across the province. The first 
was in Lower Ohio, Shel. Co. Oct. 6-

10, others were on Brier I., Halifax and 
the final one was at a feeder in Sydney 
until at least Nov. 23 (DOE, FLL, 
DAC,RWK). 

Last winter the W olfville area, espe
cially the sewage ponds, was the hotbed 
for sparrows, both rare ones and num
bers of common ones. This fall there 
was a distinct absence of sparrows in 
the area (JWW). Elsewhere, above av
erage numbers of some of the common 
sparrows were noted. An early AMERI
CAN TREE SP ARROW at Schooner 
Pond, CB Co., Sept. 27 was the first for 
the fall. By mid-Oct., continuing to the 
end of Nov., they were widespread 
from Cape Breton to Brier I. The mi
gration of CHIPPING SPARROWS 
through the south end of the province 
extended from late Aug., with peaks the 
end of the first week of Oct., until late 
Oct. Lingering were two on Sable I., 
Oct. 21, one at Little Hbr., Shel. Co. 
Nov. 11 and the last was in Caribou, 
Pict. Co. Nov. 21 (JKD, ZOL, KJM). It 
was also a good fall for CLAY -

COLORED SP ARROWS with reports 
from four locations. The highlight was 
five on Seal I. Sept. 28 (var. obs.). Two 
had been on the island since Sept. 27 
(BLM, JOW, Alex Gray). There was 
also one at Hartlen Pt. Oct. 4 (1AM). 
Later in Oct. there was one at Sand L. 
CB Co. and the latest sighting was a 
few kilometres away at Schooner Pond 
Oct. 20 (ALM, CAM, JUM, RWK). 

FIELD SPARROWS were concentrated 
in the southern parts of the province 
with three on Seal I. Oct. 2, another 
Oct. 6 and one at Pubnico Pt. Oct. 22 
(BLM, Alex Gray, RSD). The only re-
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port from elsewhere was also the latest, 
in Halifax Oct. 24 (DAC, AZV). Con
sidering the large numbers of rarer va
grants, we have few reports of VES
PER SP ARROWS this fall. Only four 
were noted: CSI Aug. 22, and Oct. 17 
and Seal l. Oct. 3 (NSBS trip, BLM, 
RFL) and one found dead in Kings Co. 
Oct. 6 (BLF). Amazingly, there were 
more LARK SP ARROWS than Ves
pers. There were individuals on Brier I. 
in mid-Sept. Sable I. the end of Sept. 
through early Oct. and an imm. on CSI 
in mid-Oct. (AAM, BLM, ZOL, MUN). 
Recently, Lark Sparrows have been as 
regular on Cape Breton as anywhere 
else in the province. This fall was no 
exception with one being found on the 
NSBS trip Sept. 26 near Homeville and 
being re-found the next day. Almost 
three weeks later one spent Oct. 16-18 
at a feeder at Sand L. (CAM, ALM). 
SAVANNAH SPARROWS were wide
spread in suitable habitat through Aug. 
The start of fall migration through the 
southern islands started in earnest to
wards the end of the month. By mid
Oct. most had left nesting areas in Cape 
Breton. A distinct migration of dark 
birds, fitting the description of the sub
species labradoricus, moved through 
the Halifax area in mid-Oct. (1AM). At 
least one "Ipswich Sparrow" was 
among migrants on Cape Sable Sept. 28 
(1AM). As expected, numbers built up 
in early Oct. in the Halifax area with a 
peak of 15 at Hartlen Pt. Oct. 17-18 
(1AM). Others were at Little Hbr., Shel. 
Co. and on CSI Nov. 8 (DHY, NSBS 
trip). 

GRASSHOPPER SP ARROWS are an
nual fall visitors to Nova Scotia now. 
This fall there were at least four, with 
the earliest on Seal I., Oct. 2. one 
banded there Oct. 16, one in Halifax 
Oct. 25 and the latest from the furthest 
north, at that hotbed for vagrants, 
Schooner Pond CB Co. Nov. 7-8 
(BLM, KJM, ALM, CAM). 

Grassy marshes from Lun. Co. to CB 
Co. were home to NELSON'S SHARP
T AILED SP ARROWS through the 
summer and early fall. Late Sept. 
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brought fall migrants to coastal areas 
from Halifax to the southern islands. 
The largest concentration was 15 at 
Rainbow Beach, Hfx. Co. Oct. 10, all 
of the local breeding race. A few days 
later, along with several of the local 
race, there was a bird with bright buffy 
chest and face, grayish white streaking 
on the back and fuzzy streaking on the 
flanks, fitting the description of the 
race, alterus, which breeds in the James 
Bay area (1AM). The latest record was 
Oct. 18 at Matthews L. (DHY). While 
looking for Nelson's Sharp-tailed Spar
rows Sept. 28. on CSI a slightly larger 
bird, with a dark face, yellow lores, 
submustachial streak, long slender beak 
and a dark back was flushed. This com
bination of features confirms it as the 
rare SEASIDE SPARROW (1AM). 
Just more than a week later an imm. 
was found near Little Hbr., Shel. Co. 
(DHY). 

The southbound migration of FOX 
SP ARROWS is not as obvious as their 
welcome return in the spring. From 
mid-Sept. until mid-Nov., scattered in
dividuals and small groups were found 
throughout the province. Good numbers 
of SONG SP ARROWS were reported 
from suitable nesting habitat through
out. The largest concentration of fall 
migrants was 150, Oct. 6 on Seal I 
(BLM). LINCOLN'S SPARROW also 
were moving through Seal I. during the 
first week of Oct. (BLM). Elsewhere 
most reports were from, not surpris
ingly, Cape Breton, where they are 
common nesters. During the atlas proj
ect they were not found nesting in 
Digby or Yar. Co. Therefore evidence 
of alarm behaviour on Brier I Sept. 3-5, 
suggesting local nesting, is of interest 
(1AM). Good numbers of SW AMP 
SP ARROWS were reported from many 
areas of the province. A surge of mi
grants went through Seal I. in early 
Oct., with a peak of 80 Oct. 6. (BLM). 
At least two were still lingering much 
further north, at MacLellans Marsh, 
Pict. Co. Nov. 28 (KJM). 

Early Oct. also saw a significant migra
tion of WHITE-THROATED SPAR
ROWS, with about 100 at McNutts I., 
Oct. 2 and 550 on Seal I., Oct. 6 (DOE, 
BLM). As expected a few lingered at 
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feeders into Nov. WHITE-CROWNED 
SPARROWS were found throughout 
the province this fall. Typically they 
arrive in late Sept., this year the first 
was Sept. 25 on Sable I (ZOL). A few 
lingered on CSI into Nov. as expected. 
Many reporters noted the preponder
ance of immatures. Daily counts on 
Seal I. exceeded 25 on two days in 
early Oct. (BLM), indicating a migra
tion peak. There are only a handful of 
records of HARRIS' SPARROW for 
the province, all in the fall. During the 
spectacular fallout of vagrants in Shel. 
Co. in mid-Oct. a large sparrow, with a 
white throat, surrounded by a black bib 
was found on the Blanche Peninsula 
Oct. 12 (BLM). Unlike many of our 
vagrants, an adult Harris' Sparrow is 

easy to identify and even amongst the 
other spectacular birds, a highlight. 

Few reports of DARK-EYED JUNCOS 
were received and none indicated large 
concentrations. Not surprisingly reports 
span the province from early Aug. until 
late Nov. About a week before they 
usually arrive, LAPLAND 
LONGSPURS were found in Cape Bre
ton, Sept. 20 and Conrads Beach, Sept. 
22 (DBM, BLM). By mid-Oct. they 
were widespread, including about 200 
at Glace Bay, Oct. 12 (ALM, CAM). 
SNOW BUNTINGS arrived on sched
ule, with the first Oct. 10 at Dunns 
Beach, Ant. Co. (RFL, MZG). 
Throughout Oct. and Nov. they were 
reported from many areas of the prov
ince, with the largest flock, more than 
100, at Tracadie, Ant. Co. Nov. 7 
(RFL). 

N. CARDINALS continue to survive 
and successfully nest, in several areas 
of the province, from Metro to Digby 
Co. Two young and two adults fre
quented a feeder in Lower West Pub-
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nico in late Aug. (JKD). Also in Aug. 
two different places in Wolfville hosted 
these brightly coloured birds (Dianne 
Thorpe). Another family of four spent 
most of Sept. at a feeder in Granville 
Ferry, while late in Nov. five were 
found in one day in Dartmouth and an
other in Hebron (Jon Percy, FLL, 
MUN). 

ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAKS 
seemed to avoid the mainland and the 
southern islands, the places where bird
ers concentrated this fall. Only one was 
found on Seal I. despite the number of 
birders there. All other reports are from 
Sable I. and Cape Breton. In Louis
bourg a fem. Oct. 7 and then a male 
Oct. 24 visited the same yard (SEM). 
Out on Sable I., about 8 individuals 
were found between Sept. 11 and Oct. 
16 (ZOL). 

Whereas numbers of Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks were about normal, the fall
out of BLUE GROSBEAKS was spec
tacular. There were at least 20 on Bon 
Portage I., 10 more on CSI, four on 
Seal I. and individuals elsewhere in the 
south during the week of Oct. 11-19, 
(var. obs.). A lingering fem. stayed on 
the Blanche Peninsula until Oct. 25 
(DOE and E. Ensor). In the past, I 00 
INDIGO BUNTINGS was considered a 
major invasion. Therefore, this fall was 
a megainvasion with about 200 and 
probably more on both Bon Portage I. 
and CSI and another 70 on the Blanche 
Peninsula from Oct. 11 (var. obs.). In
dicating just how many were around, 
MUN reported numbers beyond count
ing on CSI Oct. 13. There were still 
more than 50 on CSI Oct. 19 and one 
lingered there until Nov. 15 (MUN). 
There were few away from the southern 
islands: one at Hartlen Pt. Oct. 18, an
other at Schooner Pond, CB Co. Oct. 
16-23 and two in Louisbourg Oct. 21-
22 (1AM, CAM, JUM, SEM). 

About 15 DICKCISSELS were re
ported, the first two Sept. 19 at Hartlen 
Pt. and the last, also in the Metro area, 
Nov. 22 (Alan Covert, DAC). In be
tween there were several where the 
birders concentrated on Seal I. and CSI, 
and others on Sable I., in Lun. Co. and 
CB Co. 
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More Ulan 30 reptm of BOBOLINKS 
were ff",Q-Cl'!J.••l'J(f, from most areas of the 
province and in time spanning from 
early Aug. until early Nov. Migration 
started in late Aug. on Seal I., peaked 
with more than 50 passing through 
Sept. 6 and continued until at least the 
end of the month (ELM, BLM). A 
group of eight spent Oct. 10-18 on CSI, 
Oct. 18 there was still one at Little 
Hbr., Shel. Co. and a straggler lingered 
on CSI Nov. 8 (BLM, DHY, CGB). 

As for many of our more common spe
cies, few reports were received for the 
RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD. The 
reports are from across the province 
and throughout the period. No large 
flocks were reported. A flock of 25 
imm. males spent Oct. 25 until Nov. l 
in Coxheath, CB Co. (RWK). The larg
est flock reported was of more than 50 
in West Apple River Nov. 6 (KFS). 

Five E. MEADOWLARKS were found. 
The earliest one was not the same bird 
others found later. A Peregrine Falcon 
ate it on Seal I., Oct. 5 as four lucky 
birders watched (BLM, ABM, JOW, 
Alan Covert). The latest was one near 
the Fairview container terminal in Hali
fax, Nov. 22 (DAC). 

YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRDS 
are not found every fall. This fall there 
were at least five. Hurricane Bonnie 
dropped one on Sable I., Aug. 30 
(ZOL). An imm. was on Seal I. in early 
Sept., others on CSI in mid-Oct., in 
Dartmouth in mid-Nov. and the last at a 
feeder in Apple River, Cum. Co. Nov. 
17 (Mervin Brannan, MUN, DAC, 
KFS). 

Comments about the scarcity of 
RUSTY BLACKBIRDS have been in
cluded in this report many times over 
the past decade. This fall they were re
ported from six locations, with the most 
encouraging being 75 imm. on Brier I., 
Oct. 10 (FLL et al.). This is still a spe
cies that we should pay special atten
tion to in Nova Scotia. 

As expected COM. GRACKLES were 
found across the province with a few 
lingering into late Nov. Two large 
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flocks were noted in mid-Oct., more 
than 500 in North Sydney cemetery and 
1500 leaving a roost in Lower Sackville 
(DBM,BLM). 

Relatively few, yet more than last fall, 
reports of BROWN-HEADED COW
BIRDS were received. The first was 
one on Seal I., Sept. 27 (BLM) and the 
last four at feeders at Grand Pre in late 
Nov. (JWW). The largest flock was 20 
on Brier I. Oct. 23-24 (SFJ, BAH, 
DHY). 

ORCHARD ORIOLES are rare in 
spring and even rarer in the fall. At the 
opposite end of the province from 
where most birders were concentrated, 
an Orchard Oriole was a major surprise 
during a survey of St. Pauls I. off north
ern Cape Breton (fide BLM). The first 
of the fall BAL TIM ORE ORIOLES 
arrived Aug. 28 on Seal I. (ELM) and 
then Aug. 30 Hurricane Bonnie and 11 
arrived on Sable I. (ZOL). Through 
Sept. and Oct. more than 25 reports of 
orioles from the southern islands to 
Cape Breton were received. Some of 
these included sizable groups, including 
15 on Seal I. (ELM), Sept. 6, 11 at Har
tlen Pt. Sept. 12 (BLM), four at Schoo
ner Pond, CB Co. Oct. 17-18 (ALM, 
CAM). In late Nov. there were still a 
few lingering in the Halifax area 
(NSBS trip). 

Only a few PINE GROSBEAKS were 
found, in CBHNP, Pict. Co. and at Ap
ple River, Cum. Co., all after mid-Oct. 
(DBM, KJM, KFS). Another species 
which was scarce was PURPLE 
FINCH. Records spanned the province 
and the time period, early Aug. until the 
end of Nov., yet the largest group was 
eight in Lower West Pubnico, Oct. 20 
(JKD). Only three reports of HOUSE 
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FINCHES arrived, all of males. There 
was one in Digby, another in Advocate 
Hbr. and the last on Sable I., Oct. 18-19 
(RBS, JRM, ZOL). 

There were few RED CROSSBILLS 
this fall. Only two reports were re
ceived, one at Schooner Pond, CB Co. 
Oct. 4 and a flock of six on Sober I., 
Hfx. Co. Nov. 11 (ALM, CAM, KJM, 
CGB ). The invasion of WHITE
WINGED CROSSBILLS that accom
panied the bumper crop of spruce cones 
this spring continued. They sang, 
courted and nested in most areas with 
spruce trees through Aug. and into 
Sept. Numbers thinned out through Oct. 
and Nov. 

After the invasion of COMMON RED
POLLS last year, the small flocks from 
early Oct. until Oct. 21 at Schooner 
Pond, CB Co., suggested a repeat was 
possible (George Crowell, RWK, 
ALM, CAM). However it was not to 
be, because away from Cape Breton 
only one small flock Nov. 21, in Advo
cate Hbr., was noted (MSM, JRM). In 
the third week of Oct., flocks of PINE 
SISKINS, including at least 300 in east
ern Cape Breton, were in the northern 
part of the province (RWK, KJM). The 
birds did not stay. Siskins were widely 
scattered in much lower than usual 
numbers. There were more AMERI
CAN GOLDFINCHES throughout the 
province, but again many felt numbers 
were lower than usual. During a two 
week stay on Seal I., no goldfinches 
were seen (BLM) -- unprecedented. By 
the end of Nov. small flocks were pa
tronizing feeders, including 50 in Pt. 
Edward, CB Co., (Gilbert Lewis). 

EVENING GROSBEAKS are secretive 
through much of the summer. As ex
pected the number of sightings and the 
size of the flocks increased towards the 
end of Nov., with the largest group be
ing 50 in Whitehill, Pict. Co. Nov. 22 
(MAB). 

The regular number of HOUSE SPAR
ROWS were frequenting feeders and 
built up areas in many parts of the prov
ince. An unusual albino bird spent the 
summer at Gwen Gertridge's feeder in 
Gaspereau. 
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Errata 
Editor's Note: The following section was i!llldvertently left out of the Summer 1998 issue (Volume 40 Issue 3). It is published 
here as part of our official record. Our apologies to both the author and our readers. 

Dickcissel Through House Sparrow 
At least one DICKCISSEL overwin
tered, being seen until Mar. 22 in Yar. 
Co. (MUN). Despite the numbers that 
arrive in the fall and stay through until 
Christmas, it is extremely unusual for 
one to survive through the winter. The 
NAMC coincides with the start of 
BOBOLINK migration into Nova Sco
tia. This year four were found on the 
count May 9. Within the next week they 
were reported from Brier I. to CB Co. 
Our few reports make it difficult to as
sess numbers or changes in populations. 

With so many RED-WINGED 
BLACKBIRDS lingering through into 
February it was difficult to determine 
when spring arrivals first appeared. By 
Mar. 7 there was a male at Bartletts R., 
Digby Co., five males Mar. 8 in Port 
Clyde and another three males at a 
feeder in Apple R., Cum. Co. Mar. 12 
(ELM, 1AM, SJF, KFS). By the end of 
the month flocks of males were in wet
lands throughout. Just more than 1300 
were counted May 9 on the NAMC. 
There was only one report of three 
EASTERN MEADOWLARKS Apr. 14 
near Hantsport, Rants Co. (Tony 
Bezanson). 
Many more YELLOW-HEADED 
BLACKBIRDS are seen in the fall than 
in the spring. Two females were found 
this spring, one May 12, in Avonport at 
a feeder where one spent a few weeks 
last fall, and another in a small marsh 
near Enon in CB Co. May 16 (URB, 
GEM, JUM). There were several re
ports of RUSTY BLACKBIRDS lin
gering well into February last winter. 
At least four overwintered at a feeder in 
Apple R. Cum. Co. The first spring ar
rivals were the five that joined them 
Mar. 6 (KFS). Despite 78 on the 
NAMC, only a handful of reports were 
received. Singing males in breeding 
habitat were noted from Pockwock W a
tershed, Rants Co., Pict. Co., near Big 
Pond, CB Co., and Shubenacadie. Two 
pairs were feeding young off the New 

Ross Rd. in Kings Co. May 30 (GWT, 
JCT). 

As with the other blackbirds, it was dif
ficult to distinguish the first spring arri
vals from the overwintering COMMON 
GRACKLES. The furthest north a 
grackle overwintered was at a feeder in 
Westmount, CB Co. (JAC). I suspect 
the first spring arrivals were a flock of 
11 in Port Clyde Mar. 8 (SJF, DHY, 
DOE). Between Mar. 13-16 first arri
vals were noted in Black R., Kings Co., 
A vonport and Georges River, CB Co. 
(BLF, URB, DBM). By the end of 
March, flocks were roaming the length 
and breadth of the province. More than 
4,000 were tallied May 9 on the 
NAMC, well down from last year's to
tal. It is difficult to say if we are seeing 
an increase in numbers of BROWN
HEADED COWBIRDS. Only about 25 
birds were reported from six locations. 
However 136 were counted May 9 on 
the NAMC. More detailed reporting of 
cowbird numbers would be useful. 

Amazingly, we have more reports of 
ORCHARD ORIOLES than BALTI
MORE ORIOLES. The earliest Or
chard was a first year male at Cherry 
Hill May 2 (SJF, DHY, JUG). Other 
immature males were found on CSI, 
Brier I. and Seal I. The only adult male 
and the latest report is of one singing in 
Dartmouth May 27 (Don and Isobel 
Learmonth). With the phenomenal 
numbers found the last two springs it 
may be that Baltimores are considered 
too mundane to report or the numbers 
may be down dramatically. Only six 
were found May 9 on the NAMC. Oth
ers were at feeders in late Apr. in Syd
ney Forks, CB Co., mid-May in Apple 
R., Cum. Co. and several were seen on 
Brier I. May 25. Thereforel998 did not 
repeat the dramatic fallouts of 1997. 

Twenty-six PINE GROSBEAKS were 
counted on May 9. Only two other re
ports were filed, Apr. 3, Pockwock Wa-
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tershed, Rants Co. and a male at Beech
mount, CB Co. (BLM, DBM, Chris 
Thomson, Gerry Lunn). 

After a dearth of PURPLE FINCHES 
through the late winter, they returned 
with a vengeance beginning the last few 
days of March. By mid-April many 
feeders hosted 10-15, many of the 
males singing away to stake their terri
tory nearby. For the third year in a row 
HOUSE FINCHES built a nest near the 
Tupper Building in Halifax (KNK). All 
reports from Halifax were in this vicin
ity and the only other from Brier I. 

RED CROSSBILLS continued to visit 
feeders through the spring. A small 
group frequented at least five feeders in 
the Howie Centre-Sydney Forks area of 
CB Co. until the end of May. Others 
were at a feeder in Apple R., Cum. Co., 
Kentville, Whites Lake, East Chester, 
Louisbourg and Coldbrook. Recent 
work has revealed that the Red Cross
bill is a complex of sibling species with 
variable bill sizes, cone preferences and 
call notes. Four of a large-billed race 
were in Rose Bay, Lun., Co. Mar. 28 
(ELM). Many more Reds than WHITE
WINGED CROSSBILLS were found 
on the NAMC (59 vs. 16) with most 
White-wings in the Wolfville area. 
With the sizable cone crop on both 
spruce and balsam fir this summer, the 
situation will probably soon change as 
White-wings move in to take advantage 
of the abundant food. 

The invasion of COMMON RED
POLLS continued into the spring. Feed
ers throughout hosted dozens into mid
April, with a high of 400 at A vonport 
Mar. 27 (URB). Numbers dwindled 
through the last half of April, with 
many last sightings in late April. The 
last two were seen May 5 in Georges 
R., CB Co. (DBM). As expected with 
the large numbers of Commons, there 
were a few HOARY REDPOLLS: Port 
Williams, Avonport Apr. 9, Georges 
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R., Apr. 15 and May 2 and Lake Echo 
Apr. 19 (Sandy Kempton, fide JWW, 
URB, JWW, DBM, Tony Bezanson). 

More than 1,000 of each of PINE 
SISKIN, AM. GOLDFINCH and EVE
NING GROSBEAK were tallied on the 
NAMC May 9. Sisk:ins were found in 
small numbers from early March 
through to the end of May, with some 
increase in early May. Few comments 
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on Am. Goldfinch numbers suggest that 
they were around consistently. A 
EUROPEAN GOLDFINCH visited a 
feeder on Kellys Mt., Vic. Co. May 9 
and then three days later was in Cata
lone, CB Co. (Joanne Turner, Harvey 
and Mona MacLeod). The Turner's 
noted a blue band, indicating an es
caped captive bird. Evening Grosbeak 
numbers increased through the last two 
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weeks of April. 

Birders often ignore HOUSE SPAR
ROWS and Nova Scotia birders are no 
exception. The two people who did 
send in reports thought they were as 
plentiful as ever in A vonport and indus
trial Cape Breton (URB, JAC). 

Editor's Note: The following paragraph was inadvertently tnmcated at the end of the report "Blackbirds Through House Spar
row" in the Autumn 1998 issue (Volume 40 Issue 4 ). We apologise for any inconvenience and publish it here to complete the rec
ord. 

"The HOUSE SPARROW is a bird most of us ignore. They spent the summer in Westmount as expected (J AC). Unexpected was 
an all white individual, with a dark eye, seen in Gaspereau, Kings Co. June 5-19 (Sybil Gertridge,fide JWW)." 

Sunday, October 18, 1998 - NSBS members at Cape Sable Island after the 'Great Fall-out', including Ken 
McKenna (at scope) and field trip leader Murray Newell (facing camera). 

A Quarterly Publication of the Nova Scotia Bird Society 
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Three Odd Shorebirds 
BY !AN McLAREN 

Greater Yellowlegs 

Among several reports of albino waders this fall (technically, leu
cistic, as often only plumage is affected) was this long-staying 
GREATER YELLOWLEGS near Doctor's Cove, Shel. Co. 
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Red Phalarope 

This bright fem. RED PHALAROPE was both seasonally late and out of 
habitat amongst the rocks of Hartlen Pt, June 14. Although it did not 
seem in entirely good spirits, it flew away strongly shortly after this 
photo was taken. 

Whimbrel 

Sometimes particularly small, short-billed young WHIM
BRELS, like this one photographed near Liverpool, Sept. 17, 
have been publicised as possible Eskimo Curlews. At a 
glance, Eskimo Curlew would not have such strong head 
stripes, with such a broad, pale crown stripe (not shown here), 
and its bill would be distinctly more slender at the base. On 
this one, several of us also noted the diagnostically barred 
primaries (not so in Eskimo) and Whimbrel calls. The photo 
also reveals the broken up scales on the back of the lower leg, 
as in Whimbrel and Eskimo Curlew, and unlike the simple, 
transverse scales (scutes) of an improbable Little Curlew from 
Siberia. 

A Quarterly Publication of the Novo Scotia Bird Society 
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Annual General Meeting 1998 
Minutes of the Meeting 
BY jOAN WALDRON 

President Gisele d'Entremont called the 
1998 annual general meeting of the 
Nova Scotia Bird Society to order at 
8:00 pm on October 22, 1998. It was 
moved by James Morrow and seconded 
by Ian McLaren that the minutes of the 
1997 AGM be accepted as written. The 
motion was carried. 

BUSINESS ARISING 
Members had expressed concern at pos
sible mortality rate of migrating birds 
flying into downtown office buildings. 
David Currie reported. There is consid
erable information available from the 
FLAP organisation in other parts of the 
country. David looked at the fall migra
tion of 1997, the migration in Spring 
1998 and looked at the same buildings 
in August and September 1998. No 
birds were found and David does not 
feel we have a problem. Ian McLaren 
thanked David for his work. Clarence 
Stevens Sr. looked on his own and said 
the Cogswell Interchange and Scotia 
Square were the bad sites. 

TREASURERS REPORT 
See the financial statements for the year 
ended September 30, 1998 elsewhere in 
this issue. 

Bernice Moores reported (in brief) that: 

• membership is down; 
• financial statements show two mu

seum grants due to a catch-up pe
riod; 

• the Society broke even; and 
• the NSBS is applying for charitable 

status, which will give the Society a 
50% tax rebate. 

Bernice Moores moved the report be 
accepted; seconded by Clarence Stev
ens Sr.; motion carried. 

MEMBERSHIP AND FIELD TRIP CO
ORDINATOR REPORTS 
Joan Czapalay reported on both mem
bership and field trip activities. See the 
full reports elsewhere in this issue. 
Clarence Stevens Sr. asked about the 
cost of life membership at $375. He 
suggested that age be used to define 
cost. Joyce Purchase said that NSBS 
brochures should be used to publicise 
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the Society. These will be given to peo
ple taking part in the Christmas Bird 
Count 

Joan Czapalay moved that the reports 
be accepted; seconded by Ruth Miller; 
motion carried. 

NS BIRD SOCIETY SANCTUARY AND 
SCHOLARSHIP TRUST FUND REPORT 
Ken Gregoire presented a report on the 
activities of the Sanctuary and Scholar
ship Trust Fund. The report is included 
elsewhere in this issue. David Currie 
presented the financial statement, also 
included elsewhere in this issue. The 
fund was boosted this year by donations 
in memory of Charles Allen and Wendy 
Tay. It was noted that the SSTF has 
joint insurance with the Society, and 
that the fund provided a cell phone for 
the summer project on Country Island. 

Nelly Snyder said people in Port Joli 
were asked about the Society property 
there. The local conservation group 
would like details. Dave Currie will 
contact them. 

Dave Currie moved that the reports be 
accepted; seconded by Eric Cook; mo-
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tion carried. 

PUFFIN OF VEAR AVMRD 
Gisele D'Entremont presented the Puf
fin of the Year award to Fulton Laven
der. The President's remarks are in
cluded elsewhere in this issue. 

REPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Lise Cohrs-Bell reported the following 
nominations on behalf of the Nominat
ing Committee: 

NOVA SCOTIA BIRDS 

President: Gisele d'Entremont 
Vice President: Chris Field 
Past President: Lise Cohrs-Bell 
Secretary: Joan Waldron 
Membership: Joan Czapalay 
Treasurer: Bernice Moores 
Director: Doug Roy 
There were nominations from the floor 
for two additional directors. Chris Field 
nominated Peter LeBlanc as Director, 
seconded by Joan Czapalay. Eric 
Cooke nominated Barbara Hinds as 
Director, seconded by Nelly Snyder. 

Volume 41, Issue I 

The nominated executive was elected 
by acclamation. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Chris Field and Paul Quinn gave a re
port on the state of NS Birds and the 
proposed changes. See the report else
where in this issue. 

Meeting adjourned. A wine and cheese 
reception followed. 

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS, DISBURSEMENTS AND MEMBERS' EQUITY 
For the year ended September 30. 1998 

(With comparative figures for the year ended September 30. 1997) 

Receipts 
Memberships 
Sale of publications, etc. 
Nova Scotia Museum grant 
Interest - Savings account 

- Term deposits 
Foreign exchange 
Miscellaneous income 

Total receipts 

Disbursements 
Cost of publications and other items for sale 
Nova Scotia Birds 
Committees 
Printing and stationery 
Promotion 
Bank charges 
Insurance 
Telephone 
Miscellaneous expense 

Total disbursements 

Excess receipts over disbursements 

STATEMENT OF MEMBERS' EQUITY 
Opening balance 
Excess receipts over disbursements 
Less depreciation 

Closing balance 

1997/98 

$7,796 
$2,316 
$4,000 

$26 
$406 
$522 
$276 

$15,342 

$110 
$7,574 
$1,129 

$453 
$1,178 

$0 
$0 
$0 

$235 

$10,679 

~ 

$11,185 

$0 

$15 848 
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1996/97 

$8,247 
$1,663 
$2,000 

$17 
$733 
$233 
$206 

$13,099 

$6,005 
$9,561 

$538 
$305 
$562 

$51 
$772 
$102 

$60 

$17,956 

($4 85Zl 

$16,168 
($4,857) 

$126 

$11 43Z 
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LIABILITIES 

Current assets 
Bank accounts 

Term deposits 

Total cash 

Accounts receivable 

Prepaid expense 

Total Assets 

Current liabilities 
Accounts payable 

Total liabilities 

Members' equity 
Opening balance 

NOV A SCOTIA BIRD SOCIETY 

BALANCE SHEET 
As at September 30, 1998 

ASSETS 

Excess receipts over disbursements 

Less depreciation 

Total members' equity 

Liabilities and equity 

Original signed by: 

G d'Entremont, President 
B. Moores, Treasurer 
J. Morrow, Auditor 

Audited and found correct according to the books 
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1997/98 

$692 

$16,350 

$17,042 

$774 
$j_g 

$17.928 

$2,080 

$2,080 

$11,185 

$4,663 

$0 

$15,848 

$17.928 

1996/97 

$4,909 

$6,276 

$11,185 

$0 

~ 

$11,185 

$0 

$0 

$16,168 

($4,857) 

($126) 

$11,185 

$11.185 
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\ 998 Membership Report 
BY fOAl':l CZAPALAY 

We have welcomed many new mem
bers during the past year, but regretta
bly we have lost many of our former 
members as well, so that our member
ship continues the decline began in the 
earlier part of the 1990' s. We now have 
447 memberships, made up of 119 
Family memberships and 307 Individ
ual memberships (including Life mem
bers). We also have 14 institutional 
memberships and 7 exchange member
ships (e.g. Halifax Field Naturalists). 
This is down from an overall total of 
502 in 1997 and 544 in 1996. 

My personal goal for the coming year, 
if I am re-elected, is to address this 
downward trend. I propose to do this in 
three ways: 

• Distribute membership forms to 
field trip leaders with a request that 
they be given to non-members at 
the beginning of each field trip; 

• Contact the Biology departments 
of our Universities, especially 
those offering courses in Ornithol
ogy; interested D.N.R. officers and 

Provincial Park interpreters; and 
workers and volunteers at the Mi
gratory Bird Monitoring Stations to 
let them know of our presence; and 

• Attempt to contact some of our 
former members to invite them to 
rejoin. I would appreciate the help 
of all of you in this endeavour. 

The job has not been without difficul
ties. I very much under-estimated the 
amount of time it takes to process mem
berships. After the last AGM and after 
the renewal cheques had been handed 
over, I found six forms with no name or 
identifying features. Two were traced 
from envelopes, three members con
tacted me when they had not received 
their Winter issue, and one remains a 
mystery. Several issues have been re
turned because of no forwarding ad
dress. If you know of people who have 
missed getting N.S. Birds please ask 
them to contact me at 422-6858. 

The request for supplies on the mem
bership form is one of the more time
consuming aspects of the job. I thank 

1998 Field Trip Co-ordinator Report 
BY iOAN CZAPALAY 

Do you like to travel around Nova Sco
tia at all times of the year, meet many 
interesting people and see lots of great 
birds and birding "hot spots"? The field 
trips sponsored by the N.S.B.S. make 
this possible. During the past year we 
had forty trips tentatively planned, over 
thirty were held and there were several 
cancellations and postponements. I sin
cerely thank all of the people who gen
erously shared their time, knowledge 
and favourite places to bring about 
these outings. 

I apologise for not always having the 
trips confirmed in time for the publica
tion of N.S. Birds, and hope that most 
of you were able to pre-register in order 
to avoid disappointment. Setting up the 

trips requires a number of phone calls 
to many parts of the province so that all 
of our members have opportunities to 
participate. Our president makes an ef
fort to attend the field trips thus becom
ing acquainted with many birders out
side Metro - from Cape Island to Glace 
Bay, from Pictou to Wallace, from 
Wolfville to Economy. Cape Chignecto 
Weekend was one of our new trips this 
year, which was held as a joint venture 
with the Halifax Field Naturalists and 
the Wild Flora Society. The sharing of 
our love and appreciation of the world 
of nature enriched us all. 

I would like to compile an article for a 
future issue of N.S.Birds on "Field 
Trips - What Makes them Work" with 

A Quarterly Publication of the Nova Scotia Bird Society 

Volume 41, Issue I 

Joan Waldron, Bernice Moores and 
Shirley Brothers for help with this as 
well as for storing supplies during the 
complications of moving (four times 
since May 1). The other time
consuming item is the purchasing and 
filling out of Membership cards. I 
would like to propose that these be 
available upon request. Our address 
label already indicates member status. 

It has been a pleasure to have been a 
member of the Executive. I have en
joyed representing you in the schools. 1 
have made five classroom/workshop 
presentations for Scientists and Innova
tors in the Schools, conducted a Cape 
Chignecto birding day for Parks are for 
People, Presented a two evenings plus 
field trip Beginners Birding Workshop 
at the Age of Sail Heritage Centre, led 
an Elderhostel program Life on a Mi
gratory Bird Route, presented a work
shop for Museum staff for P-2 groups, 
and this morning presented a lesson on 
Owls of Nova Scotia for Grade 4 at St. 
Francis School. This involvement has 
been very enjoyable for me. Thank you 
all for your encouragement and pa
tience. 

input from you, the membership. 
Would you take a few moments to write 
to me at 1173 Beaufort Ave., Hfx., N.S. 
B3H 3Y3 about some of your best (or 
worst) experiences. A very sincere 
thanks to all of you who have led trips, 
attended them, driven friends to them, 
and written them up. Best wishes to our 
in-coming trip co-ordinator and to all of 
you for many enjoyable trips during the 
coming year. 
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1998 Sanctuary and Scholarship Trust 
B.'LKENGREGOIRE 

This year was a rather challenging year 
for the Sanctuary & Scholarship Trust 
Fund. The summer of 1998 proved to 
be a disaster for tern production in 
Nova Scotia. Few chicks fledged on 
The Brothers (Islands) in Pubnico Bay, 
Grassy and W esthaver Island in Ma
hone Bay and no terns returned to Peter 
Island. The weather seemed great in 
May, the birds returned on time and in 
the Mahone Bay area started nesting 
and two weeks later abandoned the 
colonies. This may be tied to the late 
arrival of the proper food supply as the 
mackerel were three weeks late. The 
good news was the birds moved to an
other small island in the bay and pro
duced over 50 chicks. Many moved to 
Mahone Bay harbour and used the 
mooring floats as feeding perches. The 
parents and fledglings were very ag
gressive towards gulls and they de
parted the area between September 15-
17. 

Another positive colony was in Feltzen 
South with a five-fold increase in num
bers. The colony seemed productive on 
one overflight and a human intruder 
was observed who quickly departed the 
island. 

We carried out 12 overflights of the 
Indian Island, Mahone Bay area. What 
is so apparent from the aerial view is 

the extent of the gull population on 
these islands. Gull and Corvid preda
tion on the colonies makes their future 
rather guarded. We have tried all legal 
means to control predation without 
much success. Without disturbing the 
colony one must check every day or 
two to ensure predation is not occur
ring. This becomes a very time
consuming and expensive procedure. 
The alternative is a permanent warden. 

We are pleased to see the reactivation 
of the Atlantic Tern Working Group 
(ATWOG). The first meeting was held 
on October 23 in Sackville, N.B. 

Indian Island had one of its best years 
with guillemots increasing and the Dou
ble-crested Cormorants did well. We 
elected not to visit the island in the 
spring to avoid disturbing the large ei
der colony. The chick production was 
great but the gull predation was high. 
Our fall visit to the island enabled us to 
add six more nesting boxes and clean 
the island which overall was very good. 

We had hoped the construction of a 
private airstrip on Brier Island would 
ease our access to Peter Island but a 
gravel surface risks a propeller strike 
on take off. The eider population on 
Peter Island is increasing and Robert 
MacDormand reports the eiders are 
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und Report 

nesting next to the gulls and the gull 
population remains steady. 

A fall overflight of the Port Joli prop
erty didn't show evidence of cutting. 
We plan to inquire if this property 
would be of use to the Kejimkujik Ad
junct. 

We rented a cell phone for the group 
working on Country Island as a safety 
measure. 

Fortunately for the Puffins, the Swis
sAir crash occurred after the majority 
of the birds had left Pearl Island. Less 
fortunate were the Black Guillemots of 
East Ironbound and Big Duck Islands. 

In 1999 we plan to get involved with 
the A TWOG group along with help to 
Ted D'Eon's projects. Habitat enhance
ment of Indian Island remains one of 
our important objectives. The develop
ment of coastal islands in Nova Scotia 
is at an alarming rate. Our island sanc
tuaries are becoming more important 
with increased habitat loss. 

In closing I wish to sincerely thank our 
directors for their support and hosting 
our meetings. Many thanks to Peter 
Bell for providing transportation to In
dian Island. 

SSTF Directors David Currie and Ken Gregoire 
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NOVA SCOTIA BIRO SOCtETY SANCTUARY AND SCHOLARSHIP TRUST FUND 

Financial Statements to September 30, 1998 
(with comparison for the 12 months ended Sept. 30, 1997) 

Receipts 

Contributions 
IG.I.C. Interest 
Bank Interest 
Total receipts 

Disbursements 

axes 
aptor Rehabilitation Programme 
outh Field Trip 
surance 
em Project 
hristmas Bird Counts 

G.L,C. Purchase 
iscellaneous 

otal Disbursements 

~xcess of receipts 
over Disbursements 
boening Bank Balance 
Closing Bank Balance 

BALANCE SHEET 

Assets 

Guaranteed Investment Cert. 
ald Islands 
ertford Island 

. Kemptville Property 
eter Island 
ort Joli Property 
ank: Balance 
otal Assets 

Statement of Surplus 

Opening Balance 
Excess of Receipts over 
Disbursements 
Inc,/Dec. in G.I.C. 
Closing Balance 

CURRENT YEAR 

1936.20 
701.46 

7.61 
2,645.27 

69.31 
900.10 

.00 

.00 
500.00 
700.00 

.00 

.00 
180.00 

2,349.41 

295.86 
3,231.84 
3,527.70 

26,400.00 
1,000.00 

160.00 
12,000.00 

1,500,00 
20,000.00 
13,000.00 
3,527.70 

77,587.70 

77,291.84 

295.86 
.00 

77,587.70 
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994.0C 
1,246.8( 

9.97 
2,250.77 

2,546.08 

-295.31 
3,527.15 
3,231.84 

77,587.15 

-295.31 
.oc 

77,291.84 
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1998 Puffin of the Year Award 
BY GISELE o'ENTREMONT 

One of the more pleasant duties of the President is to award the 
Puffin of the Year to a person who has made a contribution to 
our Society or to birding. This year's recipient has contributed 
in both these areas. This person was introduced to birding by 
his father when he was 5 years of age. When he was 9 years, he 
took up this interest on his own, encouraged by his grandfather 
who bought him his first binoculars. As an indication of his 
determination, his first binoculars were 20x50. He remembers 
seeing the details of the eyes and head of his first Blackburnian 
warbler. 

His first reference book was a copy of Robie Tufts's Birds of 
Nova Scotia. When he was 14 years of age, he saw a pileated 
woodpecker on a snag along the railroad track. This was the 
start of his life list. 

His first NSBS field trip was in the fall of 1975 with John 
Cohrs on McNabs Island. He joined the Bird Society in 1978 
and started sending seasonal Bird Reports, which he has been 
doing religiously since that time. 

One of this person's main contributions has been his generosity 
in taking out new birders and sharing his knowledge and ex
pertise. Many birders have spent many hours with this person 
learning where to bird as well as benefiting from tips on bird 
identification. This person has led many field trips on behalf of 

1998 Editor's Report 
BY CHRIS flELD 

At the Annual General Meeting in Oc
tober, our new editor of Nova Scotia 
Birds, Paul Quinn gave a report of the 
current status of the magazine and pro
posed changes for the future. The Ex
ecutive has discussed these changes at 
length and it was felt that it would be 
appropriate to present these changes at 
theAGM. 

the Society. In the early 90's, he took over the Sewer strolls 
that had been started by Bill Caudle. 

He has been involved with Christmas Bird Counts since 1975, 
in many different capacities: as a participant, organizer and 
compiler. 

He is now responsible for our Rare Bird Alert, and has agreed 
to be this year's Field Trip Coordinator. It is my pleasure to 
present this year's Puffin of the Year A ward to Fulton Laven
der. 

autumn will contain the reports from 
the breeding season. 

Paul reported that his overall aim was 
to reduce production time, maintain 
quality and try to publish four issues a 
year while trying to reduce costs to be
low the revenue available from mem
bership dues. Paul felt that by moving 
to a standard format and a l 00% elec
tronic pre-press format, he would be 

able to achieve these goals. By going to 
four publications per year, it will be 
possible to have the bird reports follow 
the natural seasons in the birding cycle. 
In particular, the issue published in the 

In terms of organizational changes, 
Paul indicated that he working with an 
ad hoc Publication Committee to give 
him guidance on issues of style, layout, 
policies and other issues. There are now 
several new seasonal editors and a new 
records editor. Paul discussed the possi
ble formats indicating the advantages of 
going to a standard 8½" by 11" format. 
He emphasized his desire to be sensi
tive to the members' comments and 
concerns as the magazine continued to 
evolve. 
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Summer-Autumn Rarities 

BY IAN McLAREN 

This past autumn provided a variety of opportunities for the rarity seeker, including the three photographed by NSBS members 
and recorded below. 

Black Vulture 

The BLACK VULTURE at Lismore, Pie. Co., in early September 
was clearly in a relaxed mode when nicely captured on a slide. 

Swainson's Hawk 

This photo of one of four SW AINSON'S HAWKS near Cape 
Pearce (and the Donkin Mine), C.B. Co., Sept. 13, is inevitably a 
little fuzzy because of slight movement of the telescope through 
which it was taken. Nevertheless, the photo and others support the 
province's first fully substantiated occurrence of this prairie buteo. 
Note the blotchy dark ventral markings, broad, dark subterminal 
tail band, and pale face with narrow, dark eyeline, which are typi
cal of young birds of this species. 

Rufous Hummingbird 

Even in black and white, this male RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD 
seems distinctive with the continuous tone of its back and sides, both 
strongly rufous in life. 
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Changing of the Yard (Cape Breton) 

By IUNIOR METCALFE 

October 24th turned out to be a cool 
cloudy day with eight people showing 
up for the trip. What a change in the 
birds and weather! The rarities such as 
Swainson' s Hawk and Brown Thrasher 

of the days before have long gone and 
are replaced with a different host of 
birds such as Northern Shrike, Snow 
Bunting and Redpoll. At Glace Bay 
Bird Sanctuary we still had two Short
billed Dowitchers and one Long-billed 
Dowitcher along with eight Hooded 

President's Field Trip (Pubnico) 

8LGISELE D'ENTREMONT 

November 6, 1997 - It was a beautiful, 
calm November day ( +6 C). 30+ bird
ers met at 9 a.m. in the parking lot of 
the Red Cap Restaurant in Middle West 
Pubnico. We started our day at the end 
of Pond Rd., overlooking the Brothers 
Island, and then walked the Pubnico 
Point Rd. We stopped at Jerome 
d'Eon's house on Rock Rd. for lunch. 
Here we were treated to wonderful 
views of two male Northern Cardinal. 
Jerome has had a pair of nesting North
ern Cardinals that had two offsprings 
this year. Also in Jerome's yard was an 

Cape Sable Island 

BY !OAN CZAPALY AND 

MURRAY NEWELL 

November 7, 1997 - Lots of enthusias
tic birders, a good many birds and rela
tively good weather gave us a success
ful field trip. The gathering spot (Tim 
Horton's at the Causeway) produced a 
very quick glimpse of an Eastern Mead
owlark for the early birders. We had 
twenty-six birders from Halifax, Mid
dleton, Yarmouth, Pubnico, Lunenburg 
and Pictou Counties, Bedford and Ot
tawa - down only a few from the 
President's trip in Pubnico on Saturday. 
Everyone was eager to check out the 
probable Pacific Loon off Daniel Head 
and the Harlequin Ducks found at the 
Hawk, so those were our first stops. We 

immature male Cooper's Hawk. We 
had several other stops; Dennis Point 
Wharf, behind the fire station, and fi
nally Abbott's Harbour Rd., where a 
Prairie/Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) War
bler hybrid was spotted. We saw 61 
species for the day. There were 1500+ 
American Robins; 7 species of 
hawks - including Cooper's, Sharp
shinned, Red-tailed, Rough-legged, 
Northern Harrier, American Kestrel, 
and Merlin; 5 species of warblers -
including Yellow-rumped, Black
throated Green, Prairie/Yellow-rumped 
hybrid, Palm, and Common Yel
lowthroat. The day ended with a Wine 

had good looks at the Harlequins -
one adult male and one sub-adult male 
as they rested in the waves off Green 
Knoll - the drumlin off Hawk Beach. 
Although there were no good looks at 
the Pacific Loon, we did get lots of op
portunities to see Red-throated Loons, 
Red -necked Grebes, Common Loons 
and N. Gannets; the three Scoters 
(Black, Surf and White-winged - lo
cally called Butterbill, Patchpole and 
White-wing), Common Eiders and Old 
Squaw were present throughout the 
day. 

The home of Garfield Cunningham, 
house # 38 at the Hawk, is well known 
to birders. The feeders here are well
stocked, and Mr.Cunningham and his 
brother, Dempsey, welcome visitors. 
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Mergansers. We also saw Tree Spar
rows, Lapland Longspurs, and Jots of 
Pine Siskins that were new to the area. 
In total, 53 species were seen and eve
ryone seemed to have slowed down 
with the change of seasons. 

and Cheese at my mother's (Phyllis 
d'Entremont's) house in Lower West 
Pubnico, where we tallied up the spe
cies, shared observations and refresh
ments. 

A special word of thanks to Jerome 
d'Eon for his leadership and hospital
ity, and the Pubnico birders - Ted 
d'Eon, Ethelda Murphy, and Benjamin 
d'Eon - for their support and assis
tance. Many of us joined Joan Czapalay 
and Murray Newell in Cape Sable ls. 
on the following day. It was a wonder
ful weekend of camaraderie and bird
ing. 

We waited in vain for a Hooded War
bler or rare vireo, instead some patient 
people were rewarded by a Black
throated Blue Warbler. "The Hole" on 
Clair Nickerson's property, where bird
ers are also welcome, produced an In
digo Bunting, a White-crowned Spar
row of the intermedius race, and some 
unidentified skulkers. A walk up the 
beach grassland gave us a wondeiful 
close-up of a Short-eared Owl and 
Stony Island Beach surprised us with 
several Tree Swallows. We had a good 
sprinkling of shorebirds at Daniel 
Head, and before the day ended the 
Snowy Egret and Glaucous Gull were 
found , bringing the total species re
corded to seventy-seven. Thanks to all 
who helped make this a great birding 
weekend. 
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Point Michaud Beach 
BY GEORGE DiGOUT 

It was 20C and sunny with light winds 
as 11 birders met on August 22 to visit 
Point Michaud Beach, Rich. Co. The 
last three years we had rain for our field 
trip so this was a real treat.45 species 
including 10 species of shore birds 
were seen in a.m .. The Whimbrel kept 
flying over head to keep us alert. 

Cape Breton 
BY iUNIOB METCALFE 

The field trip following the September 
meeting in Cape Breton proved to be 
just as memorable as the meeting. The 
trip started at the former Glace Bay 
Heavy Water Plant parking lot with 
over 40 birders. This was all new to 
me - I'm more used to getting 6 or 8 
birders on a trip. Where do I start? We 
car pooled and made up some basic 
rules and carried on with great success. 

We had southwesterly winds - a bird 
watcher's dream during Fall Migration. 
This wind brings rarities and lots of 
regular birds. 

White-rumped and Least Sandpipers, 
Red Knots and Ruddy Turnstone were 
all seen on shore while Northern Gan
nets, Common Eider, Bonaparte Gulls 
as well as a Great Cormorant and Black 
Guillemot were seen off shore. 

All met for lunch in River Bourgeois. 
In the afternoon five birders continued 
on to Richard's Pond and the 

We slowly made our way to Schooner 
Pond, stopping at the Glace Bay Bird 
Sanctuary and seeing a lot of the usual 
birds, such as Belted Kingfisher and 
Bald Eagles. The best was yet to come 
on this beautiful fall weekend. Over 90 
species were seen, including rarities 
such as a Lark Sparrow, four Yellow
billed Cuckoos, one Black-billed 
Cuckoo, one White-eyed Vireo, one 
Philadelphia Vireo, one Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher, several Orioles and the 
usual assortment of shore birds and 
confusing fall warblers, including the 
much sought after Prairie Warbler, 
wanted for Year Lists. Upon arrival at 
Hopper's Store in Port Morien, where 

Capers for a day? 
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"Brickery"in the local area where 13 
additional Species were identified in
cluding a Northern Pintail and Sharp 
Shinned Hawk. 

A total of 58 species, two new birders 
and the weather made for a great day 
for co-leader Billy Digout and myself. 

everyone enjoyed ice cream cones and 
washroom facilities, the group slowly 
started to drift apart while others con
tinued on into the early evening enjoy
ing the birds and local scenery. 

I would also like to take this time to 
thank the N.S.B.S. especially Gisele 
d'Entremont (President) for giving me 
this opportunity and all the support and 
advice needed along the way. To all 
those who helped out and participated 
-thank you! 
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Field Trip Reports 

Shubenacadie 
BY PATRICIA CHALMERS 

The Nova Scotia Bird Society's field 
trip to Shubenacadie took place on Sun
day 24 May, led by Roslyn MacPhee. 
Fifteen or so people turned out, and 
despite cool showery weather (which 
kept down both black flies and birds), 
about 80 species were detected, many 
only by song. The back roads between 
Hardwood Lands and MacPhees Comer 
were ringing with birdsong, which 
Roslyn effortlessly identified. I think 
we had 18 warbler species, including 

Minas Basin 
BY !UDY TUFTS 

With a temperature of 25C under sunny 
skies, the day turned out to be most 
pleasant for the joint BNS/NSBS shore
bird field trip around the Minas Basin 
on July 25. Thirty participants (14 cars) 
set out from the Robie Tufts Nature 
Center in Wolfville for Evangeline 
Beach in Grand Pre to watch this an
nual dazzling spectacle of migrating 
shorebirds. 

Our group of part1c1pants gathered 
upon a beach property that local resi
dents had so kindly offered for our use 
that day. They watched in fascination 
the annual drama of bird of prey versus 
the hunted, as an immature Peregrine 
Falcon swept down the beach causing 
great confusion among sandpipers and 
plovers alike. The intruder came in si
lently, swiftly advancing upon the wary 
but roosting flocks of shorebirds on 
Evangeline Beach in Kings County an 
hour or so before high tide. For several 
minutes 60,000 Semi-palmated Sandpi
pers and 60+ Semi-palmated Plovers 
scattered in expanding and contracting 
ripples up and down the beach and out 
across the water, trying to evade this 
threat. Recently there have been almost 
daily sightings of peregrines in that area 
by local residents. It was only once the 

really great looks at a singing Bay
breasted Warbler, and a singing Ten
nessee Warbler who sat up and let us 
study him for ages (we even got a scope 
on this normally skulky bird!). Fly
catchers were less visible but we had a 
good long look at an Olive-sided. There 
were few thrushes. 

Six species of woodpeckers included 
Black-backed Woodpeckers and a nest
ing Pileated Woodpecker, and Fulton 
Lavender was able to evoke a hoot 
from a Great Horned Owl, and engaged 

falcon had given up (unsuccessfully as 
far as we could tell) that these little 
feathered bundles of energy finally re
turned to the beach, jostling back and 
forth once again into compact flocks 
awaiting the falling of a new tide. The 
sight of the shorebirds flying in unison 
as they dip and change direction with 
such fluid movements, and the rustling 
sound of their wings in motion never 
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a Saw-whet Owl in a shouting match. A 
highlight came when Fulton called in a 
Barred Owl, who flew in to check us 
out, and then glided silently across the 
road to another roost where we could 
admire her. Other raptors were scarce. 
A Rusty Blackbird was a lifer for many. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglets were singing at 
every stop, and we also enjoyed the 
mating display sounds of Snipe and 
Ruffed Grouse, the songs of Bobolink 
and Lincoln's Sparrow, and the calls of 
Sora and Pied-billed Grebe. A memora
ble day. 

ceases to stir the onlooker's sense of 
the wonder of nature. 

After several stops along Evangeline 
Beach/Long l. to catch up with these 
"peep" flocks we journeyed to the 
Windsor Causeway to look for larger 
shorebirds.200 Short-billed Dowitchers 
and 50 Willets were found "roosting" 
on the large boulders close to the 
Windsor Tourist/Information Centre 
awaiting the changing tide. Although 
High Tide was around 3.00 p.m. the 
mudflats remained hidden for nearly 
two hours more, due to a rather higher
than-normal tide before the shorebirds 
could return to feed. The trip ended as a 
few small flocks of "peeps" began 
straggling back to the mudflats to join 
the dowitchers and Willets among the 
marsh grasses. No Black-bellied Plov
ers, godwits or Whimbrels were seen 
which was disappointing for the group. 
Apparently this year Evangeline Beach 
is being favoured by the migrating 
shorebirds over the Windsor Causeway, 
though both locations are well worth 
visiting if you enjoy seeing these visual 
delights of migrating shorebirds. 
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In Memoriam 

John Lewis Cohrs 
ltUQJCE.A PURCHASE 

John Cohrs, who died October 30, 
1998, at his home in Green Bay, 
Lunenburg County, was a member of 
the Nova Scotia Bird Society for nearly 
30 years and his contributions to the 
Society were wide-ranging. 

Members who attended the monthly 
meetings at the N.S. Museum will re
member the many times he chaired the 
evenings, always with a funny anec
dote. Participants on field trips or gath
ered to find a rare bird could be sure if 
John found anything worth seeing that 
everyone would se it. How many of us 

NOVA SCOTIA BIRDS 

enjoyed the cheerful little fire John al
ways built at lunch break on the field 
trip through Three-Fathom Harbour in 
February? On the Christmas Bird 
Counts at Broad Cove, it was he who 
took the long cold walk around the 
point to make sure nothing was 1nissed. 

For many years, John was involved in 
the Youth Field Trips: giving talks at 
school to the students and acting as 
leader on the follow-up trip, passing on 
his considerable knowledge of the iden
tification and habits of birds. 

(9~ 30tfi, 1998 
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His many articles in Nova Scotia Birds 
- technical or humourous - will not 
soon be forgotten. For 15 years or 
more, John quietly carved and donated 
the puffin for the "Puffin of the Year" 
award, deservedly receiving one of his 
own when it was presented to him in 
1984 for his many activities on behalf 
of the N.S.B.S. and the Sanctuary and 
Scholarship Trust. 

People like John are the heart and soul 
of any Society - we were fortunate to 
have known him. 

This issue of the magazine will be my first and last as your Editor. Recent changes in my job have resulted in commitments which 
have seen me working outside of the province for most of the intervening weeks since the Society's AGM, drastically reducing 
my availability for working on 'Nova Scotia Birds'. I hope that the situation will soon change, but because I work in the volatile 
Information Technology sector, there are no iron-clad guarantees. 

It is for this reason that this issue is late arriving in your hands. Please accept my heartfelt apologies. I share in your frustration 
,vith respect to the delays. Unfortunately, the nature of my employment may continue to see me unavoidably absent for extended 
periods. As a result, I have asked the Executive to relieve me of my duties as your Editor. 

ft has been a pleasure working on the magazine this past eighteen months, and I hope to be able to contribute to its future success. 
The Editorial Board and volunteer staffers are second to none, and I wish them all the best in their future efforts, 

I will remain as interim Editor until such time as a replacement can be found, and hope to provide whatever assistance I can to 
make the transition as smooth as possible. Interested volunteers should contact Chris Field or myself. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

Sincerely, 
Paul Quinn 
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Now is the time to be seriously thinking of our next Spring count for NAMC in this province, which will take place on the second 
Saturday in the month of May - the 8th. Many of our northward-migrating neo-tropical bird species will be back ... visible once 
again in the midst of "pairing off' or looking for suitable habitats to raise new families .... We need to be out in field, woods and 
mountain, along river, pond and ocean, searching for those species: counting the birds to see what effect "migration" has had 
upon their numbers and their distribution. This should be of great concern for all of us. Please take time to consider participating 
in this very worthwhile project. 

NO FEE is involved 

It is important that all those wishing to participate contact local co-ordinators or area "reps." in their counties to prevent overlaps 
of areas being surveyed and to help the coverage to be as widespread and thorough as possible. Should you not know who your 
local co-ordinator /area reps are, or you wish to "count" in other counties than the one in which you live, please contact me. l will 
be happy to help with any queries. 

Judy Tufts (NAMC Prov. Co-ordinator) 
PO Box 1313, Wolfville, NS BOP lX0 

Tel: l-902-542-7800 
e-mail: tandove@ns.sympatico.ca 

Note: there will not be a Fall Count in 1999 unless someone else takes it on and co-ordinates this count 

A Puzzler 
This mystery photo, taken in Guysborough County in broad daylight last 
summer may present a challenge to some of our readers. Can you iden
tify it? We'll publish the names of winners in the next issue (if there are 
not too many!). 

Federation of Nova Scotia Naturalists Membership 
As reported in the Autumn issue of Nova Scotia Birds, the Nova Scotia Bird Society is now a federate member of the Federation 
of Nova Scotia Naturalists (FNSN). By becoming a member, we endorse the aims of the Federation to promote the enjoyment and 
understanding of nature and we add our voice to political lobbying provincially and federally on issues of conservation and pres
ervation of our natural habitat. An additional benefit is that individual members of the Bird Society can become members of 
FNSN by paying a $5 membership fee. This can be paid with your Bird Society membership or can be sent to the Membership 
secretary, Joan Czapalay - all cheques payable to The Nova Scotia Bird Society. As an individual member, you can vote at FNSN 
meetings and take part in the very interesting field trips, lectures, etc. at their weekend Annual General Meetings. 1999 AGM will 
take place in Cape Breton the weekend of May 28, 29 and 30. See NSBS Upcoming Events in this issue for details. 
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NOVA SCOTIA BIRD SOCIETY 
Membership Application/Renewal Form 1999 

Membership in the Nova Scotia Bird Society is open to all. The membership fee includes a subscription to Nova Scotia Birds. 
Application for membership assumes that you have read and agreed to the waiver below. Membership runs from January to De
cember. Rates are: 

Individual: $15/year, for ___ years $ __ _ 

Family: $18/year, for years $ __ _ 

Institutional: $25/year, for years $ __ _ 

Life: $375 $ __ _ 

Additional for addresses outside of Canada: 
$2/year, for ___ years $ __ _ 

Fed. of NS Naturalists: $5/year, for ___ years $ __ _ 
Membership Total: $ __ _ 

The following items are also available: 
___ NSBS crests, $4 each $ __ _ 
___ NSBS decals, $1 each $ __ _ 
___ Bird Checklist, four for $1 $ __ _ 
___ Birding Nova Scotia, $12 $ __ _ 
Supplies Total: $ __ _ 

Please consider a tax-creditable donation to our Sanctuary and Scholarship Trust Fund. 
Sanctuary and Scholarship Trust Fund Donation: $ __ _ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED: $ __ _ 

Name:_________________________ 0 Renewal 
First Name Mid. Initial( s) Last Name 

Additional Name(s): ___________________ _ 

Address: _________________________ _ 

Postal Code: ________ _ 

Phone: Fax: ___________ _ 

E-mail: ________________________ _ 

I WOULD BE WILLING TO HELP WITH: 
0 Hospitality O Magazine 0 Publicity 

0 Leading Bird Walks 
0 Leading School Group 

0 Conservation O Other _________________ _ 

0 You already have 
my correct address 

In signing this membership application I/we hereby waive and release the Nova Scotia Bird Society, its executive committee and 
members from all claims for injury and/or damage suffered at any function or field trip organized by the Nova Scotia Bird Soci
ety. 

Signature: ______________________ _ 

Mail to the Membership Secretary: Joan Czapalay, 
Nova Scotia Bird Society, 
c/o Nova Scotia Museum, 
1747 Summer Street, 
Halifax, N.S. B3H 3A6 



and restaurants will cater to members of 
the NSBS. April on Cape Island is be
coming well-known for interesting 
birds. Please register in advance. 

Sun 25 Apr - Wolfville Area 
Leader: Jim Wolford 542-7650 
Pond hopping for ducks and early mi
grants. Meet at the Robie Tufts Nature 
centre, Front St., Wolfville at 10 a.m. 
This will be a joint field trip with the 
Blomidon Field Naturalists. 

Sun 2 May - Amherst Point Bird 
Sanctuary 
Leader: Alan Smith 506-536-0164 (h) 
or 506- 364-5038 (w) 
Meet at 9:30 a.m. at the APBS parking 
lot. Take exit 3 from TCH 104 at the 
Wandlyn Inn and proceed a few km 
toward Nappan; the entrance is on the 
left. Wear appropriate footwear for wet 
conditions and bring a lunch. Enjoy a 
day of observing waterfowl. shorebirds 
and early migrants. 

Sat 8 May - North American Mi
gration Count 
Contact: Judy Tufts 542-7800 
See information elsewhere in this issue. 

Sat 15 May - Sun 16 May - Joint 
Weekend Field Trip With Halifax 
Field Naturalists and Wild Flora 
Society to Cape d'Or & Cape Chi
gnecto 
Contacts: Jane Mills 392-2027, 
Maureen Mills 392-2096, Joan 
Czapalay 348-2803, Fulton Lavender 
455-4966. PRE-REGISTRATION IS 
NECESSARY! 
On Saturday Jane Mills will lead us 
around the Cape D'Or - Advocate area 
on a number of short trips. Meet at 7 
am at the Advocate Fire Hall. 
On Sunday Maureen Mills will lead us 
to some new trails in Cape Chignecto 
Park and we will also visit the Apple 
River Bar and Marsh. Meet at 7 am at 
the entrance to the new Chignecto Park 
in West Advocate. 

Directions: Bicentennial (102) to Truro. 

Trans Canada (104) to Glenholme. 
Route 2 to Parrsboro. In Parrsboro take 
extreme right at the bandstand and con
tinue on Route 2 for 5 km. Then left 
onto Hwy 209 to Advocate. Note - The 
road to the Chignecto Park is known 
locally as the Red Rocks Road. 

Tue 18 May - Spring Arrivals in 
Sydney, CB 
Leader: Jackie Chretien 564-4640 
Meet at the Mayflower Mall parking lot 
in Sydney near the Bay store at 6 p.m. 
Visit the Grand Lake area for an even
ing of birdwatching. 

Wed 19 May- Halifax County 
Early Morning Warbler Walk 
Leader: Fred Dobson 852-3042 
Meet at 6:00 a.m. at the parking lot at 
the junction of Prospect Rd. Rte. 333 
and St. Margaret's Bay Rd. Duration of 
2 to 3 hours. 

Fri 21 May - Mon 24 May - Bon 
Portage Island 
Leader: Claire Diggins 825-6152 
PRE-REGISTRATION IS NECES
SARY! Depart late afternoon or early 
evening on Friday from Prospect Point 
Wharf. Bring food, drinking water, 
warm clothing and foot-wear suitable 
for rough (sometimes wet) terrain, a 
flashlight, mattress sheet and sleeping 
bag. Carry gear in waterproof bags or 
containers. Field guides are available 
on the island, as are cooking pans, 
dishes and utensils. There is a charge of 
$45 to NSBS members for three nights 
accommodation, as well as a boat trip 
donation. 

Sat 22 May - Hants County Day 
Leader: Peter LeBlanc 864-6551. 
Meet at 8 a.m. at the railway crossing in 
Mt. Uniacke. Bring a lunch, insect re
pellent, suitable footwear for a variety 
of habitats. This is the NSBS' longest 
running field trip. Spring birds are usu
ally abundant. Rain date May 23. 

Sun 23 May - Hopewell, Pictou 
County For Hawks and Warblers 
Leader: Harry Brennan 923-2780. 

Meet at St. Columbia Churchyard at 8 
a.m. about 1 mile south of Hopewell. 
General birding excellent for beginners. 
Bring a lunch. 

Fri 28 May- Sun 30 May - Fed
eration of Nova Scotia Naturalists 
Annual General Meeting, Cheti
camp, Cape Breton 
Contact: Geraldine Bourgeois 224-
3561 
Les Amis du Plein Air, with the Cape 
Breton Highlands National Park, is 
proud and excited in hosting the Cheti
camp conference. Most activities will 
be held in the Park. 

The three day event will include inter
esting and significant features of the 
Cape Breton Highlands. Some of the 
activities planned include a owl watch, 
an early bird walk, nature hikes, a 
whale cruise on the open sea with 
David Lawley, interpretation of the 
Buttereau trail with Charlie Dan Roach 
and Pixie Williams (Sunday). 

Lectures will be given by: 
Randy Lauff-The Northern Owls and 
other secrets of the Northern Cape Bre
ton Island; 
Jean Timmons - Ecotourism/ 
Ecoterrorism; 
Terry Power - Wetlands; and 
Joel Denny - Micmaq culture, history 
and habitation. 

Sat 29 May - Hawk Picnic Day, 
Cape Sable Island 
Leader: Lillian Scott Perry 637-2844 
Bird Cape Sable Island with the SoW
est Nova Birders and enjoy a picnic 
lunch on our own Hawk Hill. This is a 
good day for beginners and 
out-of-towners to visit our favourite hot 
spots. No registration necessary. Meet 
at Tim Horton's in Barrington Passage 
at 7:00 a.m. Plan to have supper and 
spend night at an old farm homestead in 
Upper Clyde. Bring sleeping bags, pic
nic food, and insect repellant. Lots of 
space for tenting by the Clyde River. 
Take the early morning warbler walk 
Sunday, May 30. 
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Sat 13 Mar - Owl Prowl, Pictou 
and Antigonish Counties 
Leader: Calvin Brennan 923-2780 
Meet in the parking lot behind the 
Heather Hotel, Stellarton (exit 24 from 
104 TCH) at 9a.m. 

Sat 20 Mar - Chebucto Head to 
Pennant Point 
Leader: Peter LeBlanc 
End of winter seabird watch. Meet at 
8:00 a.m. at Duncan's Cove parking 
area. From Hfx, take Rt. 349 to Herring 
Cove. After approx. 7.5 km, the road to 
Duncan's Cove is on the left. The park
ing area is 1.6 km down this road. 

Thu 25 Mar- 'A Bird in The Hand' 
NSBS Meeting, 8 p.m., Museum 
of Natural History, Summer St., 
Halifax 
Calvin Brennan has worked in banding 
stations both in Canada and United 
States. He will share his experiences 
with us and tell us how the information 
gathered is used and what its value is to 
bird conservation world-wide. 

Sat 27 Mar - Baccaro and 
Blanche Peninsula 
Leader: Donna Ensor 875-4269 
Early spring birding with Donna. Rari
ties have shown up here quite often at 
this time of year. Dress warmly and 
bring a lunch. Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the 
Irving Station in Port Clyde. 

Sat 10 Apr - Martinique Beach 
Leader: Ian McLaren 429-7024 
Meet at 8:00 a.m. at Scotia Bank park
ing lot, Bridge Plaza, Dartmouth. Look 
for early migrants such as Piping Plover 
and Ipswich Sparrow as well as possi
ble rarities. Bring a lunch. 

Sat. April 17- Museum of Natural 
History, Summer St., Halifax 
Getting Ready For the Birds 
10 a.m. to 12 noon 
Bring your family and friends and join 
members of the Nova Scotia Bird Soci
ety and learn how they enjoy birding. 
Some species of birds have already ar
rived back from their wintering places 

and are already raising families. Soon 
the woods will be filled with brightly 
coloured wood warblers. Learn to use 
binoculars and spotting scopes; what 
field guides are most useful; how to 
recognize different bird calls and see 
some museum specimens of the kinds 
of birds you might see in various habi
tats throughout Nova Scotia. 

Thu 22 Apr - 'Is This the Garden 
of Eden?' 
NSBS Meeting, 8 p.m., Museum 
of Natural History, Summer St., 
Halifax 

Richard Knapton will share his experi
ences of birding in Costa Rica. 

Sat 24 Apr - The Hawk, Cape Sa
ble Island 
Leader: Johnny Nickerson 745-2958 
Meet at Tim Horton's in Barrington 
Passage at 7:00 a.m. for a full day of 
spring birding with Johnny Nickerson 
on Cape Sable Island. The local B&Bs 


